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R E M AR K 8 
ON 
Mx. FORSTER's ACCOUNT 
OF 
Captain Cook's laſt Voyage. 
HERE are few ſituations wherein a peace- | 


able man finds. himfclt leſs at eaſe than when 
involved in a — and — leſs than per- 


ſonal provocatigns.cs ed me to take up 
my pen onſ ti Vin philoſophy 
might, for che, b hincontradicted ; 


and I am n t der IJ | cal and geogra- 
phical ones -ein H apinioa,are of infinitely 
more conſequence than the be nn would have 
drawn me into a diſpute, at leaſt with Dr. Forſter 
and his ſon. I have been farther ſtimulated by the 
ill natured remarks, which have been frequently 
made in conſequence of theſe miſrepreſentations, 
both in writing and converſation, on the conduct 
of thoſe who were concerned in the voyage; which, 

as they are founded on miſrepreſentations, are the. 
more provoking to perſons who find themſelves in- 
jured by them. It is true, I am, perhaps, as little 
concerned in them as any perſon who was on 
board; but many others, whom I have every 
reaſon to love and eſteem, are particularly pointed 


Jat; and, what is more, are not now preſent to de- 
fend 


. 
fend themſelves; on which account, I eſteem it 
more my duty to take it up. 

Perhaps ſome apology may be thought neceſſa 
for attributing the account of the voyage, which 
has been publiſhed under the name of Mr. George 
| Forſter, to his father. But, notwithſtanding Mr. 
George Forſter's name ſtands both in the title- 
page and at the end of the preface, and the Doc- 
tor, his father, appears but in the ſecond or third 
perſon, there can be but little doubt that he had 
the principal hand in it. For, beſides that the 
work is. confeſſedly drawn up with his knowledge 


and approbation, there are many evident marks, 


either that the Doctor has lent more ' aſſiſtance 
than barely his journal, or that it has been ſo faith- 
fully copied, as to leave no doubt that it con- 
tains both his language and ſentiments; and the 
whole book is written with ſo much arrogance, ſelf. 
conſequence, and aſperity, and the actions of per- 
ſons are decided on in ſo peremptory and dogmati- 
cal a manner, that I cannot ſuppoſe it to be 
the production of a young man ſcarcely twen- 
ty years of age. For the credit therefore of 
the young gentleman, as well as for the propriety 
of referring the merits of every performance to its 
proper author, I ſhall, throughout the following 
pages, — mk myſelf as if it was actually written 
by the father, but publiſhed in the name of the 
ſon, for reaſons of convenience, which are hinted 
at in their preface, and ſhall be examined here- 
after. ä 
It is not eaſy for a perſon, who finds both him- 
ſelf and his friends injured in ſo tender a point as 
their reputation, and eſpecially without any juſt 
cauſe, to ſuppreſs his emotions, or to expreſs him- 
ſelf at all times with that moderation he could with; 
and, if there is a fituation wherein a man may be 
| | allowed 
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allowed to give voice to bis feelings, as Dr. Forſter 
expreſſes himſelf; it is certainly this. The truth 
of what I have to advance, however, muſt be made 
to r by cool argument, not by paſſionate 
and haſty reflections ; Ly my deſign being to de- 
fend my own character, and thoſe of my friends, 
not to depreciate that of another, becauſe he has 


done ſo by me, I ſhall endeavour to ſuppreſs every 


emotion of that kind, and confine. myſelf entirely 
to ſuch arguments and matters of fact as will 
tend to confute the aſperſions that he has been 
leaſed, very unjuſtly, to heap upon us. If, 
therefore, I accidentally make uſe of any expreſſion 
which may be judged too warm, I beg it may be 
underſtood that I have not done it intentronally ; 
but that my utmoſt wiſhes are to avoid; as much 
as poſſible, every thing which has the leaſt tendency 

to reſentment. 09 ba | 
It muſt be allowed to be a difficult matter to re- 
fute a perſon who pretends to relate matters of fact, 
unleſs by the concurrent teſtimony of other per- 
ſons who were preſent, and who may be ſuppoſed 
noways intereſted in the affair. And Dr. Forſter 
himſelf, ſeems to have been aware of this; he has 
therefore, in many places, involved the whole ſhip's 
company, officers and men, in one univerſal cenſure 
of ignorance, brutality, cruelty, wantenneſs, and bar- 
barity, and has, at one time or other, taken care to 
brand every one of us with ſuch crimes, and ſtig- 
matize us with ſuch epithets, as would, were they 
true, render us undeſerving the leaſt con- 
dence. Fortunately, however, Dr. Forſter's own 
narrative will, in many places, ſerve to confute 
himſelf, by only oppoſing one paſſage to an- 
other, and by ſtripping others of the reflections, 
exclamations, and terms of reproach with which 
he has been pleaſed to load the objects of his diſ- 
B 2 pleaſure. 


. 


pleaſure. In other inſtances, I muſt be content to 


ſet againſt his aſſertions my own unadorned re- 
lation, backed by the united teſtimony of ſuch 
perſons as were in the ſhip, and are now in Eng- 
land; and, as none of the circumſtances which 


muſt reſt on this proof can greatly affect myſelf, 


having letters both from father and ſon, deny- 
ing the moſt material parts of what they have been 


pleaſed to lay to my charge in their publication, I 
hope that my word will have as much weight, and 
be as deſerving. of confidence, as that of Dr. 
Forſter ; eſpecially, as it will be corroborat- 
ed in moſt places by ſuch concurrent 'circum- 
ſtances as will amount to very little ſhort. of po- 
ſitive proof, 

It will, undoubtedly be aſked what motives Dr. 
Forſter could have for miſrepreſenting matters 
of this nature, as men do not often go out of 
the right road to aſperſe others without a 
cauſe? It muſt be preſumed that Dr. Forſter 
has received, as he himſelf more than intimates, 
ſome grievous provocations from every one of thoſe 
who ſailed with him, to induce him to act in this 
manner. I have no doubt, but that Dr. Forſter might 
think he had ſufficient provocation : we are 
all apt to judge favourably in our own cauſe, 
What that ſuppoſed provocation was, I ſhall en- 
deavour to ſhew, and leave the Public to judge, 
whether it was. a real provocation or not; or, in 
caſe it was, whether he is to be juſtitied for treat- 
ing thoſe who gave it, in the manner which he has 
done. E T 
Dr. Forſter and his ſon, by the mereſt chance, 
and the greateſt good fortune in the world, had 
been appointed, immediately before we left 
England, to go the voyage, with almoſt an un- 
exampled reward; which had been procured from 

; _ | parliament 
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parliament for another perſon, who, for ſome rea- 
ſons that need not here be mentioned, did not 
not chuſe to go. Such an unexpected piece of 

fortune, after having been refuſed, as he 
himſelf told us, a very moderate ſtipend as aſſiſtant 
to Mr. Banks, had raiſed his expectations and ideas 
to ſuch a pitch, that, on coming on board the Re- 
ſolution at Plymouth, he did not find either the at- 
tention paid him, or the accommodations which 
had been provided for him, by any means equal 
to what he thought were his due. He examined 
the cabbins of the officers and other perſons, who 
had been appointed before him; and finding ſome 
of them, in his opinion, rather more commodious 
than his own, told them in a manner, to which 
they had been little accuſtomed, that, if he had 
been appointed ſooner, or had an opportunity of 
examining into the affair, he would have had theirs 
inſtead of his own : and he even went ſo far as to 
affront others, by offering them money to ex- 
change with him: I mention, as particular in- 
ſtances, Mr. Cooper, the firſt lieutenant, whom 
he offered 1001. ro exchange with him, and my- 
felf, We had ſcarce got out to ſea, before he 
quarrelled with Mr. Gilbert, the maſter, and 
treated him in a very ungenteel manner, becauſe 
he did not chuſe to give up part of the ſpace 
which had been aſſigned by the Commiſſioners ot 
the navy for his cabbin, that the Doctor might 
enlarge his own with it; and, what was yet more 
extraordinary, when he found he could not ob- 
tain it, was even guilty of ſo much folly as to 
threaten him with complaining to the k—g at his 
return; and he aſſured us, that he had intereſt 
enough to prevail on his majeſty to diſcard him 
for ever from his ſervice, _ A threat, which he was 


ſo weak as to employ againſt almoſt every pers 
NA B 3 ſon 


0 


oy 


(6) 


ſon on board the ſhip at one time or other, and 
ſo often, that it became a bye word amongſt the 
ſeamen, whom I have frequently heard threaten 
one another with the ſame dreadful denunciation 
on the moſt common and trifling occaſions. Can 


it be ſuppoſed, that ſuch a man did not render 


himſelf cheap, and that he would not ſometimes 
find the ill conſequence of being ſo? I have be- 
fore ſaid, that Dr. Forſter came on board at Ply- 
mouth, with very exalted notions of himſelf: in 
conſequence of which, he was continually making 
compariſons between himſelf and the officers, not 
much to their advantage; or, it may well be ſuppoſ- 
ed, in their opinion, very conſiſtent with truth and po- 
liteneſs. Neither did the common people ſhew him 
ſufficient reſpect, of which he made frequent and 
very ill-natured complaints to the captain. They alſo 
diſturbed his reſt with their noiſe, ſinging, and, as 
he ſays, perhaps ſometimes with ſwearing. And 
who does not know that ſailors will ſometimes both 
ſing and {wear? | | 
On theſe, and ſimilar occaſions, I believe Dr. 
Forſter never paſſed a week on board the Reſo- 
lution without a diſpute with one perſon or-other : 
and in his part of thoſe quarrels, he was ſeldom 
very choice either in the mildneſs or delivery 
of his expreſſions, . Matters of this nature, fre- 
quently repeated, ſoon gave both officers and 
people a bad opinion of him, and it is not to 
be wondered at, if, in conſequence thereof,” they 
ſometimes treated him with leſs ceremony than 
he would otherwiſe have had a right to expect. 
This, at leaſt, is certain, there. were but few: 
who would go much out of their way to oblige: 
him in things to which their duty did not compel 
them. In ſhort, before we reached New Zea-: 


land the firſt time, there was ſcarce a man in the 
| ſhip 


? 
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ſhip whom he had not quarrelled with on one pre- 
tence or other. It does not indeed abſolutely fol- 
low, that Dr. Forſter was always the aggreſſor; 
but it is a pretty general, and, I believe, a very 
true obſervation, that when one perſon quar- 
rels with every other in company, he cannot 
always be, and in fact very ſeldom is, in the right: 
it may therefore be fairly inferred, that this 
was the caſe with Dr. Forſter; and he has, himſelf, 
fully ſatisfied the Public by his publication, thatour 
of near 120 perſons who were on board the Reſolu- 
tion, there were ſcarce two whom he can afford to 
ſpeak well of. Such was the provocation: let us now 
proceed to examine the revenge which he has taken, 
It would be paying very little attention to the 
Doctor's {kill as a caſuiſt, were I to take no notice 


of his very extraordinary preface, which is indeed 


a maſter-piece of miſrepreſentation and chicanery. 
In p. vi. the ſon is ſuppoſed to ſay, An agree- 
ment was drawn up on the 13th of April, 1776, 
— Captain Cook and my father, in the pre- 

nce, and with the ſignature of the Earl of Sand- 
wich; ſpecifying the particular parts of the accaunt 
which were to be prepared for the preſs by each of the 
parties ſeparately, and confirming to them both 
Jointly, the generous gift of the plates from the 
Board of Admiralty,” Yet, notwithſtanding this 


particular ſpecification, we find, that the Doctor 
not only miſtook his inſtructions, but was ſurpriſ- 
ed that any one elſe ſhould. diſcover that he had 
done ſo; and it required ſome time to convince him 
that he was not to include in his part a narrative 


of the tranſactions of the voyage. He would alſo 
inſinuate, that his agreement with Captain Cook 
no otherwiſe prohibited him from doing this, than 


* 
- 


by its not expreſsly mentioning that he was 1 do it,. 
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although he really knows that it was ſtipulated to 
the contrary. . e 
He knows alſo, that this narrative was expreſsly 
directed in the agreement to be drawn up by Cap- 
tain Cook, and Dr. Forſter could not be ignorant 
of the abſurdity of burdening the Public with two 
narratives of the ſame voyage in one work. He 
adds, that, notwithſtanding he had always conſdered 
himſelf as ſent out chiefly with a view to write the 
hiftory of the Voyage, he acquieſced, for the benefit 
of his family, and ſtrictly confined himſelf to the 
publication of his unconnected philoſophical obſer- 
vations. Dr. Forſter, when he wrote this, ſhould 
have remembered how many perſons there were, 
amongſt whom I was one, who heard him declare 
in the anti-chamber of the Royal Society, with all 
the vehemence of language that arrogance and paſ- 
fion could dictate, that he never would aſſent to it. 
And he alſo knows, that he unfortunately declared 
the ſame thing before a tribunal, from which there 
happened, at that time, to be no appeal. In ſhort, 
there never was the leaſt: foundation for What he 
here aſſerts; and it is written with a direct view to 
perſuade the Public that he has been ill-treated, 
when he himſelf au refuſed to comply with the 
articles which he had ſigned and agreed to. 
The next paragraph is curious indeed. We are 
to ſuppoſe, as before, the young gentleman writing 
as follows. I muſt conteſs it hurt me much 
to ſee the chief intent of my father's miſſion de- 
feated, and the Public diſappointed in a philoſophi- 
cal relation of facts. However,” continues he, 
I thought it incumbent upon me to attempt to 


write ſuch a narrative. Every conſideration prompt- 


ed me to undertake the taſk.” He ſhould at leaſt 
have excepted common honeſty, I had,” ſays he, 
; "x 44 ag 
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« az much good will to begin with, as any tra- 


veller that ever wrote, or any compiler that was ever 
bribed to mutilate a narrative.” This, I conceive, 


is only to be conſidered as a ſpecimen of the 


young man's turn for general abuſe ; not that he has 
an eye to any particular perſon. What end could 


it anſwer in this place ? But mark what follows. 


«-[ was bound,” continues he, © by no agree- 
ment whatſoever, That which my father had 
ſigned did not make him anſwerable for my ac- 
tions, nor in the moſt diſtant manner preclude his giv- 
ing me, aſſiſtance. Therefore, in every important 
circumſtance, I had leave to conſult his journals.“ 
Mr. Forſter here owns, that his father was to 
receive a valuable conſideration, on condition that 
he did not publiſh a narrative of the tranſactions 
of the voyage; but, ſays he, this does not preclude 
us from publiſhing ſuch a narrative under my name: 
we are at liberty to do this, and yet claim the 
conſideration which my father was to have for de- 
clining it. By theſe means we can ſecure to our. 
ſelves all the profits of our own narrative, and half 
thoſe of Captain Cook's; which will undoubtedly 
be more than either of them ſeparately ; and, at 
the ſame time, have an opportunity of repreſenting 


every thing as we pleaſe, and of holding up to 


public deteſtation thoſe who have dared to refuſe 
us any thing that we thought neceſſary to our de- 
ſign. This, at leaſt, ſeems to have been the rea- 
ſoning of theſe gentlemen ; but I am perſuaded 
that few people, except themſelves, will be able 
to ſee the difference, to Captain Cook at leaſt, 
whether another narrative was publiſhed, in oppo- 
fition to his, under the name of Dr. Forſter, or 
that of his ſon. . How much is it to be lamented 
that man is not a perfect being! that he is com- 
pounded of ſuch heterogeneous, and even oppoſite 

qualities, 
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qualities! So that we often ſee a very good, or an 
exceedingly convenient qualification, rendered al- 
moſt totally uſeleſs, by its unnatural junction with 
another of a very oppolite nature. To make the 
moſt of ſuch a bleſſing as an untettered conſcience 
is, a man ſhould be cool, reſerved, and penetrat- 
ing. Unfortunately Dr. Forſter is the very re- 
verſe,» and is continually ruining the beſt laid 
ſchemes by his intemperate raſhneſs and pal- 
fron. This is evidently the caſe in the preſent 
inſtance; and I would aſk whether Dr. Forſter 
has a friend, though ever ſo bigatted to his me- 
rits, or blind to his failings, who, on reading the 
paragraph under conſideration, does not ſecretly 
wiſh that he had been a little leſs explicit in the 
declaration of his motives? Numberleſs other in- 
ftances of this nature occur in the courſe of the 
work before us. 
But two ſhort paragraphs intervene before h 
has again recourſe to the convenience above hinted 
at. He does not ſcruple to make uſe of every diſ- 
ingenuous art to prejudice the Public againſt Cap- 
tain Cook's narrative, even before it was printed. 
We are told, that Captain Cook was employed 
in victualling and refitting the ſhip,” and of-courſe 
had not leiſure to pay attention to any thing elſe z 
« whilſt they went in queſt of the manifold objects 
whichnature has ſcattered throughout the land.” He 
inſinuates, that the Captain's narrative will contain 
little more than nautical details: ſuch as, how often 
we reefed or ſplit a ſail, how many boards we made to 
weather a point, or how often the ſhip miſled ſtays. 
He informs us, that the hiſtory of Captain Cook's 
former voyage, drawn up by. Dr. Hawkeſ- 
worth, incurred univerſal cenſure, he had almoſt 
faid contempt. This modeſt and polite judg- 
ment, paſſed on ſo able a writer, is intended 
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to introduce Dr. Forſter's apprehenſions that Cap- 
tain Cook's narrative of his preſent voyage would 


lie under the ſame diſadvantage of being written by 
a perſon who did not go the voyage, and of courſe 
that it would, equally with that, merit contempt. 
He goes on to aſſert, that Captain Cook's preſent 
performance will, in all probability, have another 
circumſtance in common with Dr. Hàwkeſworth's; 
namely, that many important obſervations will be 
ſuppreſſed, merely becauſe they may be obnoxious 
either to government or particular perſons, 4 This 
remark,” ſays he, © will give an adequate idea of 
the authenticity of a performance, which is ſub- 
mitted to cenſure and mutilatiori- before it is of- 
fered to the Public.“ It would certainly have 
ſhewn more candour and ingenuouſneſs, if Dr. 
Forſter had ſuppreſſed ſuch inſinuations as theſs, 
more eſpecially if we conſider how little authority 
he could poſſibly have for them, ſeeing that he 
himſelf confeſſes, in the very paragraph preceding 
this, that he was not certain whether any ſuch nar- 
rative had been written or not; and of courſe he 
muſt be totally ignorant how, or in what manner 
it was executed. The two former inſinuations 
Captain Cook's narrative will, I am ' perſuaded, 
fully refute; and Dr. Forſter's own account, to- 
gether with the following remarks, will irrefra- 
gably prove the latter to be-equally ungenerous and 
unjuſt; as the Doctor has not advanced a fin 
circumſtance to prove the contrary, which I ſhalt 
not ſhew to be falſe and groundleſs. 
1 have no deſign to ſuppreſs here the #00 wells 


known facts, as the Doctor is pleaſed to call them, 
which he has brought to prove that important obs 
ſervations have been ſuppreſſed in the accounts of 


former voyages. I ſhall give them in his own 
words. The ſame authority,” fays he, © which 


blew 
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not go there: and I have ſo good an opinion 


ceſſary falſehood ; eſpecially as it would be fo 
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blew off M. de Bougainville from the iſland of 
Juan Fernandez, could huſh to filence the Britiſh 
guns, whilſt the Endeavour cannonaded the Portu- 
gueſe fort at Madeira.. The two circumſtances, 
here alluded to, are well known fulis, though ſup- 
prefied in the publiſhed narratives. M. de Bou- 
gainville pert ſome time at Juan Fernandez, and 
completely refreſhed his crew there, though he 
wiſhes to bave it underſtood that contrary winds 
prevented his touching at that iſland, Captain 
Cook, in the Endeavour, battered the Loo-fort 
at Madeira, in conjunction with an Engliſh fri- 
gate, thus reſenting an affront which had been of- 
fered to the Britiſh flag.” Here are two folemn 
and direct aſſertions! I am authoriſed by Lieu- 
tenants Pickerigill and Smith, and ſome other gen- 
tlemen, who were in the Endeavour, to declare, 
that there is not the leaſt foundation for the latter 
of them; and that, to the beſt of their remem- 
brance, the Endeavour did nos fire a ſingle gun, 
on any account whatever, whilſt ſhe was at Ma- 
deirai We have not altogether ſuch direct proof 
of the falſehood of the former; but ] am perſuad- 
ed ſuch may be brought as will ſatisfy every 
perſon of candour and penetration. In the firſt 
place, M. de Bougainville ſays poſitively he did 


of M. de Bougainville's integrity, as to think he 
would not aſſert a direct, wilful, and unne- 


eaſy to detect ham. I ſay unneceſſary, becauſe, 
if M. de Bougainville did really touch there, 
and wiſhed it not to be known, his beſt way 
would manifeſtly have been not to have men- 
tioned it. 

But there are other, and 4 more ſubſtantial 


proofs to be brought that he never was there; and to 
which 
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which it is. amazing Dr. Forſter, as the tranſlator | 


of that voyage, ſhould not have attended. We 
find M. de Bougainville in the Straits of Ma- 
gellan on the 26th of January in the evening } 
and on the 14th of February he is in lat. 27“ 
7" S. and long. 104“ 12' W. having in thoſe 
19 days made near 2000 miles on a direct courſe, 
which is. as much as can be ſuppoſed thar any ſhip 
will make good, at leaſt in a variable wind's way. 
How then could M. de Bougainville have ſpent 
ſome time (in this interval) at Juan Fernandez, and 
completely refreſhed his crew, ſeeing that, if he 
had made that place in his way, he muſt have run, 
on a direct courſe, near 45 leagues, or 135 miles 
every day, which is much more than we can ſup- 


poſe any ſingle ſhip will do for ſo many days to- 


gether. How then could two ſhips, in conſort, 
do it, and yet lie ſeveral days in a port? Will 
not theſe remarks give an adequate idea of a' 


rformance” where no regard, either to truth or 


probability, is preſerved, even in the preface? 

In looking over M. de Bougainville's account of 
his voyage, and alſo the tranſlation by Dr. Forſter, 
could not help obſerving the Doctor's boaſt, 
that, amongſt many other adyantages, which the 


maps in the Engliſh edition have over the original 


French ones, they are infinitely more accurate. The 
ſingularity of pretending to correct the original 
maps of a man Who had laid them down from his 
own experience, by one who had never been near 
the place, ſtruck me ſo forcibly, that I took the 
trouble of comparing them together, but could 
not diſcover any material difference in this reſ 


except that almoſt all the iſlands in the South Seas 


axe laid down by Dr. Forſter, from a quarter of a 
degree to 20 miles more to the northward than M. 
de Bougainville has done, And I will take upon 


* 
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me to aſſert, from. my own obſervations, that the 
original maps are right, and that Dr. Forſter's are 
wrong by all tit quantity, _. T Mb 
While I am upon the ſubject of maps, I cannot 
avoid remarking the , unfortunate ſituation of 
every man of real knowledge and ingenuity, whoſe: 
works, of this kind, muſt paſs through ſo many 
bands before they can reach the eye of the Pub- 
lic; thereby giving an opportunity to every pira- 
tical pretender, either through intereſt or bribery, 
to purloin and publiſh them as his own, ſome- 
times before the real author has been able to do 
it. Of this Captain Cook's maps to this very 
voyage are a remarkable inſtance. Dr, Forſter's 
general map was publiſhed before Captain Cook's, 
although it is manifeſt that the former, ſo far as it 
regards our diſcoveries in the laſt voyage, is moſt 
minutely copied fromthe latter, whichevery one will 
diſcover on comparing them together. If they 
wiſh for an extraordinary proof of what | here 
aſſert, they will find that Captain Cook has, by 
miſtake, laid down our track on the north ſide of 
Furneaux and Adventure iſlands; and that Dr.“ 
Forſter, knowing, I ſuppoſe, no better, has follow- 
ed him: but it is very certain that we paſſ . 
ed on the ſouth ſide of both, as all the log- 
books in the ſhip will teſtify. But farther, I am 
deceived if the Doctor is not obliged to a com- 
plete ſet of Captain Cook's maps for the fitua- 
tions of all our new. diſcovered iflands, after I left 
off. ſupplying him with them: I judge only from 
the very, exact correſpondence of his numbers with 
Captain Cook's ſituations. I - muſt add, that the 
Doctor has painted with a very bold pencil in lay- 
ing down the lands of New Guinea - but great im- 
provements in any art or ſciente ait not to be made 


by careful and timid copiers! * 
| | 8 


1 


( 


In ſpeaking of Omai, p. xvii. Dr. Forſter ſays, 
« To gratify his childiſh inclinations, as it ſhould 
ſeem; rather than from any other Motive, he was 
indulged with a portable organ, an electrical ma- 


chine, a coat of mail, and a ſuit of armour, Per- 
haps my readers expect to be told of his taking on 


board ſome articles of real uſe; J expected it hke- 
wiſe, but was diſappointed.” This is an unjuſt 
inſinuation! Why did not the Doctor tell us what 
articles are of real uſe in his opinion. Omai car- 
ried out, or was furniſhed at the Cape of Good 
Hope, with horned cattle, ſheep, geeſe, turkies, 
&c. avd alſo with a horſe and two mares, for 


whoſe reception, he gave up, with cheerfulneſs, 


his cabbin, and betook himſelf to the more inglo- 


rious accommodation of a common hammock. He 


was alſo furniſhed with axes, ſaws, and every other 
ſpecies of iron work and tools; as well as every 
article, of what kind ſoever, that is valuable in 


thoſe iſlantis. What then would Dr. Forſter have 


had pur on board with him, which was not done ? 
He was not, indeed, furniſhed with a profuſion of 
articles for which he had not the leaſt inclination, 
or which none but the mereſt ſpeculative reaſoner 
in nature could ſuppoſe would be of uſe to the 


people to whom he was returning. And for iimilar 


reaſons, it was thought unneceſſary to teaze him, 
by endeavouring to fill his mind with a know- 
ledge of our agriculture, arts, and manufactures, 
which are by no means fo well adapted to that cli- 


mate as their own, and could not be carried on, un- 


leſs we were to ſend ſhips every year with raw ma- 
terials for them to work up, without any proſpect 
of return, and which could anſwer no other purpoſe 
than to gratify our curiofity, in obſerving the 
clumſy manner in which they would finiſh them. 
However, his own curioſity had led. him to col- 
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lect ſeeds of almoſt every kind that an iſland 
nerally produces; and he had received of thoſe 
Tow whom he procured them, every informa» 
tion which could be conveyed .to him by means 
of the imperfect knowledge which he had of our 
language, or that we had of his, relative to the 
mode of their cultivation. But farther, if we con» 
fider that it is the work of many years of a 
man's life to make himſelf maſter of but one ſingle 
art or manufacture, even when aſſiſted by all the 
reſt, and alſo by all the ſkill and experience which 
former ages have been accumulating ; that a lan- 
guage was to be learned whereby all this was to be 
communicated, and even a new ſct of ideas creat- 
ed; I ſay, if Dr. Forſter, and ſome others, who 
have been pleaſed to expreſs themſelves very free- 
ly on this head, had but conſidered all this, and 
that poor OMa1, with a body never. inured to la- 
bour, a mind little uſed to reaſon, or to extend. 
itſelf to objects beyond the preſent moment, was 
to acquire the knowledge of all theſe in the com- 
paſs of a year or two, and afterwards put them in 
practice under ſo many diſadvantages, and amongſt 
a people. who, becauſe they, could not poſſibly 
foreſee their uſe, would rather deride than aſſiſt 
him, they would ſurely have expreſſed themſelves 
with a little more diffidence and leſs aſperity than 
they have done. 


To as little purpoſe would it have been to teach. 
him „ our exalted ideas of virtue, and the ſub- 
lime principles of revealed religion,” in order * ta 
improve his moral character, which every rea- 
ſonable man muſt foreſee he would never think of 
after he was gone from amongſt us. And if he 
did, how can we expect that theſe matters would 
have more influence on him than they have on 
ſome of ourſelves, who, though they have them con- 

_ rinually . 


(t ) 
tinually in their mouths, are at the ſame time en - 
deavouring, as much as in chem lies, to hack to 
pieces, and ruin the reputation of their neigh- 
bour; and are trying, by every piece of artful 


chicanery, to undermine his property. So much 
for the Doctor's preface, Which is not more 3 


ordinary than his book. q 
On Saturday, „ 17724 — ah hay 
went on board the Reſolution, which was then to 
fail: out of Plymouth Sound the firſt fair wind. 
The next day, ſays he, . it blew a freſh gale, 
and my father walking on the quarter-deck, ob- 
ſerved our veſſel to alter her poſition confiderably 


in regard to che Adventure (which was to accom- 


pany us on our voyage) and to a maſt-ſhip, both 
at anchor in the Scund; at the ſame time taking 
notice, that ſhe approached. the racks under the 
caſtle. He immediately communicated: his appre- 
henſions to Mr: Gilbert, the maſter, Who happen- 
ed to be upon deck with him. The maſter found, 
that the veſſel having been moored to one of the 
tranſport buoys in the Sound, the buoy, not in- 
tended to ſupport ſuch a violent ſtrain, had broke! 
from its ground tackle, and was adrift together 
with the ſloop. In an inſtant all hands were on 
deck, the ſails ſpread, and the cables cleared. We 
ſnot paſt the Adventure and maſt-ſhip, and came 
to an anchor, after eſcaping the moſt imminent 
danger of being daſhed againſt the rocks under the 


fort. Our ſeamery looked upon this fortunate 
event; as an omen favourable to the ſucceſs of the 


voyage, while we could not avoid reflecting on the 
tutelar guidance of Divine Providence, which had 
thus manifeſted itſelf in a critical moment, that 
might eaſily have m an an to our pro- 


jects.“ 6 . . | 2 
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I have very particular reaſons for ſaying, that 
Dr. Forſter would not readily forgive an ordinary 
reader, were be to know that he had paſſed over 
this important paragraph without notice: and for 


me, who it muſt be ſuppoſed owe ſo much to this 


fortunate diſcovery of his, to do it, would be un- 
pardonable indeed ! Firſt, then, I have to aſſure the 
reader that there is not a ſingle circumſtance in this 
paragraph which is not miſrepreſented in the groſſeſt 
manner; and | am authorized by Mr. Gilbert, the 
maſter, to give the following true ſtate of this 
tranſaction. 00 Saite v19otiont e han 

About one or two o'clock in the afternoon, be- 


ing in his cabbin, he thought he ſaw the objects on 


the land alter their ſituation with to one 
another, on which he went deck, where Dr. 
Forſter was walking, and ſoon found that the ſhip! 
was broke adrift. He ordered one of the petty of · 
fers to turn the hands up, and went down to ac- 
quaint the Captain. When he came up. Dr. 
Forſter, whoſe firſt ſuſpicions had moſt probably 
ariſen from the petty officer's orders, aſked him, If 
he did not think the ſhip was adrift ? He anſwer- 
ed in a manner which is peculiar to him, when he 
thinks people are either pretending to a knowledge 
of what they do not underſtànd, or ate | meddling; 


with things which they have no buſineſs with; 


namely, by aſſuming a total ignorance of the mar- 
ter, and proceeded to give directions to hoiſt the 
Jib and fore top · maſt ſtay- ſail, which were all the 


ſails that were either ſet, or attempted to be ſet; and 


with theſe he dropped down into the Sound, and- 
there anchored. Every - perſon who knows any: 
thing of Plymouth Sound, and what belongs to 
the management of a ſhip, will ſee the wen 


of 


of Dr, Forſter's apprehenſions, and the abſurdity 
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his aſſertions concerning our danger, when 
is told that there was a briſk pale of wind at 
W. by W., which can be y every log · 
book on board the ſhip, and probably from the 
og books of twenty other ſhips beſides the Re- 
8 lution. VP «. > 8 1 . — 
Dr, Forſter's quoting the Aldborough, as a ſhip 
nder the ſame circumſtances with the Reſolution 
xc that time, ſhews-that he either does not, or will 
ot underſtand what is meant by two ſhips being 
nder the ſame circumſtances; ſeeing that there was 
ot a ſingle circumſtance, either of fituation, wind, 
or tide, which was the ſame, as can be proved by the 
officers, and the log-books of the two ſhips. What 
he ſays of the ſeamen looking upon this for- 
tunate event as an omen favourable to the fucceſs: 
of the voyage,” is curious indeed! fo far from it, 
that I have not been able to find a ſingle perſon on 
board the ſhip, either officer, ſeaman, or paſſen- 
ger, Who has even noticed the tranſaction in his 
log-book, except the maſter, Mr. Gilbert; and 
moſt of them had even utterly forgot that ſuch a 
thing had until Dr. Forfter's pompous 
claim ſet on foot an enquiry, which ſurely could 
not have been the caſe, if we had been in that im- 
minent danger that the Doctor would perſuade the 
world to believe we were. enn 
Dr. Forſter begins to ſhew his love of talking 
about things he does not underſtand, in p. 39, 
where he ſays the Captain and Aſtronomers made 
aſtronomical obſervations on the Iba des Codorni es, 
in the bay of Porto Praya. Neither the Captain 
or the Aſtronomers made, or even attempted to 
make, a fingle aſtronomical obſervation on that 
iland: their buſineſs there was to make a ſurvey 
of the bay; and an exceeding accurate one is given 
of it in Captain _— account of the voyage; 
| 2 not- 
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notwithſtanding. what the Critical Reviewers. are 
rare to ſay of it; who, with Dr. Forſter, cen- 
ure things which they do not underſtand, 
Page 41, he brands the whole ſhip's crew with 
the character of iron hearted inſenſibility, and wanton 
barberiſm, becaule the ſailors brought ſome mon- 
kies on board the ſhip at St. Jago, and the Captain 
ordered them to be driven over- board, when a com- 
plaint was made to him, that they made the ſhip foul 
and offenfive. The Captain neither knew of their 
being brought on board, nor the ſeamen that he 
would not ſuffer them to remain there. Surely 
the worlt appellation that this could deſerve, was 
a thoughtleſs action in the ſeamen, and that the 
Captain paid more attention to the health of his 
people, than to the lives of a few monkies! But 
the reader will find numberleſs inſtances of the 
Don's diſingenuity and milrepreſentation of 

ings of this nature in the following remarks; and 
a very glaring inſtance occurs from p. 42 to 45, 
where we are treated with a long ſtory of a ſwallow 
which followed the ſhip for ſeveral days after we 
left St. Jago, for no other purpoſe that I can-ſee, 
but to introduce 'a, moſt unjuſt, cruel, and un- 
provoked reflection; namely, that it is wore 
than probable it went into the birth of ſome un- 
feeling perſon, who caught it in order to pro-, 
vide a meal for a favourite cat.” There is not 
the leaſt authority for ſuch, a ſuppoſition. After 
adding another page of reflections on this important 
ſubject, he concludes with obſerving, that amidſt 
«© theſolitary hours of an uniform navigation, every 
little circumſtance becomes intereſting to the pal- 
ſenger; it is therefore not to be wondered at, if a 
ſubject, ſo trifling in itſelf, as putting to death a 
harmleſs bird, ſhould affect a heart not yet buffet · 
ed into inſenſibility.” 1 would aſk the candid 
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reader what e are to think of the heart of a man, 
who, whilſt he is boaſting of its ſenſibility, is wil- 
fully charging. his [neighbours with a piece of 
wanton cruelty, for which there is no foundation. 
Page 48, in relating the experiments which 1 
made to find the difference between the heat of the 
ſea at grear depths, 'and at the ſurface; he ſays we 
were 27 minutes drawing the thermometer up from 
a depth of 85 fathoms. Theſe: miſtakes mult con- 
tinually happen where people will pretend to de- 
tail experiments and obſcryations which they know 
nothing of, but by report. The real circum- 
ſtances attending thoſe experiments may be ſeen 
in the account which have publiſhed for the Board 
of Longituſe. dyes 9 
In page 94, he gives us a long computation of 
the maſs, or quantity of ice, contained in a large 
Mand which we fell in with; but which is moſt 
probably founded on falſe. principles, as the experi- 
ments to which he refers were made wich real, ſolid, 
and compact ice; whereas that of which thoſe 
maſſes are formed is light and porous, being chiefly 
fnow and ſalt water frozen together, and bears not, 
perhaps, a greater proportion to the weight of ſalt 
water than that of 3 to 6, or 6 to 7 at the utmoſt. 
In the following page he adopts the generally re- 
ceived notion, that the ſouthern: hemiſphere is 
much colder than the northern one; but this, I 
think, wants foundation, and has probably ariſen 
from miſconception. Every one Who has viſited 
the ſouthern regions has entered them in a relaxed 
habit of body, which has rendered him exceedingly 
ſuſceptible of cold by eroſſing the torrid zone. We# 
never had the thermometer lower than 27, and 
but very ſeldom two degrees below the freezing 
point; whereas I find that the Lion, in her late 
voyage towards the north, had it fo low as 22%, 
* C 3 or 
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4 
23. degters, and for many. days together under 
> in etty near the ſame 33 and about the 


we have but very few, thermometrical obſervations 

ade at ſea in the northern milphere, and fewer 
nil which can be com 105 with ours. It muſt 
alſo be obſerved, that t is much more in- 
tenſe,” both in the rn l, and ſouthern hemi- 


; ſpheres under ſome meridians, than it is under others 


in the ſame parallel, The. greateſt cold in the 
northern hemiſphere is in the Atlantic ocean, and 


on the coaſts of America; and in the ſouthern, 


about the meridian of the Cape of Good Hope; 
or perhaps a little to the of it; and we 
muſt not compare the degrees of cold under theſe 


. meridians wi thoſe that are obſerved under 


others. 

In page 102, we find that the ſailors kept theie 
Chriſtmas-day with ſavage noiſe and drunkenneſs. 1 
mention this circumſtance only as ir-tends to ſhew 
the colour of the glaſs through which the Doctor 
viewed his objects. See p. xni. of his preface. 

Page 107, Dr. Forſter falls in with the opinion 
of many o er writers, who ſuppoſe, that the uſe 
of water which is melted from inow and ice, cauſes 
ſoreneſs and ſwellings in the neck and throat. 1 
cannot help ſuſpecting this to be a miſtakc. The 
ſervants F the Hon. Hudſon's Bay Company, at 
their factories, have it not in their power to uſe any 
other water the year round, and. yet are not often 


troubled with any diſorders of this kind: neither 


was it by any means general on board the Reſolu- 


gon; 1 am therefore inclined. ro ſuppoſe, that it 


proceeded from ſome ene than that to which 
it is aſcribed. 


In the next 5 we find, that ſome per- 


the ale, in which the ice 


ſons were afr 
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was Nowed, would burſt wherr it began to melt. 
and that the Captain convinced them to the con- 


tracy by an experiment. On which the Doctor. as 


ſoning has never leſa weight than with ſailors.”: |. 
In p. 190, & Dr. Forſter gives us his ac-! 


count-of the watet-ſpours, which we faw in Cook's: 


Straits, in which there are two or three very. 2 


traotdinary cireumſtances. In the firſt place, he 


looked bright and yellowiſh When illuminated by 
the ſun. Ho cheſe ſpots might appear when! 
illuminated by the ſun, I cannot pretend to ſay z 
but it is very certain chat we never ſaw any of 
them illuminated by it, nor even the leaſt glimpſe 
af the ſun, any where, all the time that chey laſted : 
neither was it poſſible, as all that part of the hea- 
vens where the ſun was. ſituated, was covered with 
one black, denſe, impenetrable cloud, as every one 
on board can teſtify. -- He alſo ſays, that ſome. hail-) 
ſtones; fell on the deck, about the time that the: 
water ſpout came ſo near to us. Some few very 
large drops of rain fell, but I ca find no perſon 
wh ſaw a ſingle hailſtone beſides himſelf. Neither 
can meet with any perſon who. ſaw che flaſh; of 
which he. ſpeaks of, although 'we were 
upwards of one hundred of us, ho were intemly 
looking at this extraordinary ph@nomerioh z and 1 
believe that the Public may be aſſured, that no 
ſuch circumſtance ever happened at the time. Bur 
it is amazing how far a. favourite will de- 
ceive a man's eee in 1 moſt 1985 
matters} ids gs 2G dn ne) 10% 
Dteborſter (pe 1950 thinks 833 Bye 
in Van Diemen's land, is probably” the ſame witty 
that which Taſman called þ Frederic Henrys Bay 


bus the latitudes: of the two places might have 
ls CS aſſured 


uſual, very ill-naturedly remarks, that rea- 


ſays, that '** the baſes: of theſe ſpours, on the ſea, 
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afured him of the contrary. They actually ax Fre-. 


deric Henry's Bay round the north point of Adven- 


ture Bay, as | was informed of Mr: n n= 
ſome others. 

Paſſing over many 8 invectives u 
the poor ſeamen, chiefly on the ſcore of their con- 
nections with the women of New Zealand, he pro- 
ceeds to give the hiſtory of our tedious and very 
diſagreeable run from thence to Otaheite, in which. 
L could not avoid noticing his truly curious, though 
ſure ſign, as he ſays, of our being arrived in a lower 
latitude than that of goꝰ, and which exceeds every 
thing of the kind that I have ever met with, unleis 
it be Don — s method of knowing when * 
had croſſed the equator.. 

In page 250, I find that Dr, Forſter has adopt 
Mr. Dalrymple's opinion“, that Otaheite is the 
{ame iſland with the Sagittaria of Quiros. I muſt 
confeſs, that much regard is due to the opinion 
of Mr. Dalrymple, in matters which relate to 
the geography of the ſouthern hemiſphere; and 
am perſuaded, that 'thaſe: who have confider- 
ed thoſe matters will readily acknowledge it. I. 
ſnould alſo be exceedingly -ſarty, even to attempt 
to pull one feather from the cap of Quiros which 
he is juſtly entitled to; but, with call ſubmiſ- 
ſion to ſuch good authority as that of Mr. Dal- 
rymple, I cannot help diſſenting from him, for the 
following reaſons. Quiros particularly remarks, 
that La Sagittaria was low and ſwampy z he does 
indeed mention ſome litile mountains; but: thoſe. 
who have ſcen Otaheitey well, know: that this ex- 
preſſion can in no wiſe. be applicable to that 
iſland, which is remarkably: mountainous, ahdiex- 
ceeded in height by few in the world, at leaſt, 
which ſtand on 10 ſmall a baſe, He alſo talks of a 


* See his Letter to Dr. Hawkefworth. ile *. 
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falr lagdon; or bay of dead water; and mores; 
over ſays, that the woods were ſo thick near the 
ſhores of the place, that the Spaniards were oblig- 


ed to cut their way through them with their 
ſwords ; and that the women covered themſelves: 
with mats from the waiſt downwards +, neither of: 
which could have happened at Otaheite, but rather 
at ſome iſles which may he to the north eaſt of, and: 
reſemble Annamocka, and probably not far: diſ- 
tant from where Mr. Dalrymple formerly placed 
the iſland in queſtion. But what, in my opinion, 
puts it beyond à doubt is, that the fea made a 
breach quite acroſs La Sagittaria at the time of 
high- water, and that they could meet with no freſh: 
water; neither of which, it is impoſſible, could 
have been the caſe at Otaheite, even on the iſthmus, 
where Mr. Dalrymple ſuppoſes they had the miſ- 
fortune to land. For even there it is at leaſt tyo 
miles broad; and though low with reſpect to the 
adjacent parts, is by no means low enough for- 
this to have been the cafe. Furthermote, there 
are two fine rivulets of freſn water, one on each 
ſide the iſthmus, and not three miles apart; and 4 
{mall brook. between theſe, none of which could 


be overlooked by perſons nn — 3 


water. 


But, Saeed Mr. Dalryriple's 8 conjec⸗ 


ture, it does not appear to me poſſible, that the 
place where Qviros landed could have been the 
iſthmus; — if the iſland had been Otaheite. 
For Quiros expreſsty ſays, they could only fetch 
abreaſi of the land the firſt day, when they tried 
to weather it, and that the next morning they 
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place where. they were the dight defore.: [Now the 
whole iſland of Otaheite is ſcarcely more than 
eight Spaniſh leagues long, and from the extreme 
eaſtern / point to the iſthmus is little more than 
three; and of courſe, ſo far from landing at the 
iſthmus, it muſt have been very near the N. W. 
end of the. greater peninſula. Excluſiue of the 
motives mentioned above, I have another very 
one, with me at leaſt, for not endeavour- 
ing to multiply iflands which have no exiſtence; 
= becauſe this practice has, I am perſuaded, . cauſed 
much — in the coſmography of the Pacific 
| ; Ocean. But, bad Mr. Dalrymple — Otaheite, 
and known, from experience, how accurate the 
deſcriptians af the early, Spaniſh vayagers are, he 
vould. I am — — alter his opinion, 
and contilude with me, that 7 and Ota- 
heite ate two diſſintt iſiands. 0 284750! 
Dr. Forſter ſays, page W 4. den ſome muſketa 
were -fired at the young man ho had falen the 
knives, & out of the Captain's cabbih. Dr. 
Forſter wikfully-miſrepreſents- this wranſadtions; for 
both he and 1 were attending to the affair, and he 
muſt know, as>] can truly aſſert, that they were 
fired- at a conſiderable height over him. 

I cannot help remarking, once for all, the many 
glaring intonſiſtencies which ariſe in the reflective 
parc of Dr. Forſter's- performance, and all evi- 
dently tending to ſome ill natured I am 
led to this obſervation bere, by his: reflection on 
ren 203, where he ſays, it were indeed fiucerely.40. 
he toiſbed, that ube intercaurſe which bas lateiy ſub- 
Aliad between Europeans. and the natives of the South 
dn iſlandt may be . broken off. in time, before the cor-. 
ruption of manners, which unhappily chataReriſes 
civilized regions, may reach that innocent race of 
_ who Fire ber fortunate in their ignorance 
and 
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and ſimplicity, - But it is 4 melentboly truth, bat 
the didtates of. philanthrophy do not barmanize with 
the political ſyſtems of Europe:? 
Let the reader, compare. this with p. xyji.«and 
xviij. of his preface. And here,” ſays he, 4 
cannot but obſerve, that eonũdering the: ſmall ex- 
pence at which voyages of diſcovery ara carried on 
the nation which favours theſe enterprizes is ampiy 
repaid by the benefit derived to our fellow · rea- 
tures. I cannot help thinking that our late voyage 
would reflect immortal honour. to gut employers, 
if it had no other merit than ſtocking Faheitee with 
goats, the Friendly iſles and New. Hebrides: with 
dogs, and New Zealand and New Caledonia with 
hogs. I is therefore. fincereſy io be wiſbed, that 
voyages of diſcovery, upon a diſiatereſtad plan, may 
Hill be proſecutgd with vigour, as much remains: to 
be done, even in the South Sea; unleſs it ſoould:bt 
in the power of illiberal nen to defeat the great and 
generous views of ' a monarch, wo is yuftly;talltd a 
patron of ſcience.” What ſtrange incogliftency and ill- 
nature! And yet I am verily perſuaded, thaa 
there are but feœCœ ſuch paſſages in the hole book 
which have not a counterpart, as flatly contradicting 
them as theſe two paſſages do one another; but it 
is needleſs to enumerate: them, every attentive 
reader muſt diſcover them without my aſſiſtanes 
in pointing them out. 2005 Vain zn en ttz 
P. 322. Dr. Forſter ſays, It is highly pro- 
hable that the attack which the Taheircans made 
upon the Dolphin, took its origin from fome out» 
rage unknowingly. committed by the Europeans.“ 
The Doctor is always ſo eager to blame the Euro- 
peans, that he will not even give himſelf time to 
conſider whether his probabilities are not impaſſibili- 
ties. If 1 had, he would have found, from Cap- 
tain Wallis's narrative, that it was totally i 
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ſible for the Europeans to have committed any 
outrage whatever, becauſe they had then had no op- 
Fortunity of doing it. e 
P. 369, and 371, Dr. Forſter diſcuſſes a number 
of nautical and geographical matters; and, as 
uſual, when he attempts things of this kind, drops 
into many miſtakes, and relates a number of im- 
poſſibilities: amongſt which, the working through 
à paſſage 3 or 400 yards long, and barely 100 wide, 
in a veſſel of near 600 tons, will ſtrike every per. 
ſon who knows any thing of maritime affairs. 1 
add, thar he errs very near the third part of 'the 
diſtance which, he ſays, is between Otaheite and 
Huaheine; and there are ſome others of leſs mo- 
ment which might be taken notice of. | 

Dr. Forſter finds great fault with the drawing 


which Mr. Hodges has given of Tinamai, and in 


his uſual, polite, and candid manner of criticizing, 
fays, it“ gives a tolerable idea of a Taheitean 
boy.” It is to be apprehended, that this lady 
muſt have been a great favourite with our author, 
in which caſe, theſe ill natured expreſſions are not 
to be marvelled at, as love not only converts eve- 
ry fault into a beauty, but ſeldom forgives any 
thing which it conceives to be derogatory to the 
beauty of its object. For my part, I will not 
flatter Mr. Hodges ſo far, as to ſay I think his 
drawing either a national or 'particular likeneſs. 
It could not be the former, becauſe Tinamai dif- 
fered from every one elſe of her countrywomen in 
the circumſtance of wearing her hair long; and, 
with all due deference to Dr. Forſter's opinion, I 
cannot help thinking that he has rather flattered 
ker. So difficult a matter is it to pleaſe every 
Dr. Forſter: has alſo very ſeverely cenſured the 
repreſentation.of our landing at Eaoowhe, and ex- 
2 preſſed 


3 1 V — oY — — ty 


| 
| 
| 
| 


629 


preſſed his fears, that Mr. Hodges has loſt the 
7 {ketches and drawings which he made from na-: 
. tute; and ſupplied the deficiency from his -own 
elegant ideas. I am authoriſed by Mr. Hodges 
r to aſſure the Doctor, that he has not loſt any of his 
$ original ſketches; and that every figure, ſo far as 
; it relates to their dreſs, manners, or cuſtoms, are 
to be found amongſt them, actually drawn from 
b perſons which he ſaw; . even the * divine old man 
with a long white beard,” is amongſt them, not- 
, withſtanding Dr. Forſter aſſerts - poſitively; that 
« ALL the natives of Eaoowhe ſhave themſelves.“ @ 
With reſpe& to the beauty and elegance of dreſs 
| wherein Dr. Forſter: complains that Mr. Hodges BS 
has ſo grievouſly offended, it may be obſerved, 
that amongſt a great multitude of both ſexes, he . 
| has repreſented a feẽC women with their breaſts and 
þ ſhoulders covered, three men with long beards, 
and all in general with fine open countenances, and 
graceful perſons; and the Doctor in different parts 
of his book deſcribes the ſame things as follow, 
vol. I. p#432: © The proportions of the body 
were fine; and the contours of the limbs were ex- 
tremely elegant. The bodies of the women were 
exquiſitively proportioned.” P. 434, The dreſs 
was a piece of cloth“ “ which they wrapped 
round their waiſt, the men nearly about their 
middle, the women more immediately under the 
breaſt, and in both it commonly deſcended below 
the knees. Sometimes, though rarely, they 
covered even their ſhoulders and breaſts with 
them.“ P. 459, Attagba had drawn part of his 
dreſs even over his ſhoulders. Some of the women, 
p- 178, vol. II. were “ handſome, with flowing 
curls; which hung down on their boſoms,“ and 
(p. 18 .) “ their ſtature was graceful, and form 
exquilicely proportioned,” ——+* Their features 
$14 ws 4 
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full of ſmeetneſo . Their: large dark 
— with fire“ and kr 4 — 


floated an their necks.” Will not the reader be 


apt to perſuade himſelf, after reading theſe ex- 
tracts, and comparing chem with Mr. Hodges's 


drawing, that he has copied from the Doctor's 
elegant ideas,” rather than from his own, unleſs it 
happened, as is moſt. probable, if we may judge 
from the two repreſentations, that their ideas were 
nearly, the ſame ? ö 

J have already had occaſion: to take notice of 


oone cruel miſrepreſentation of Dr. Forſter's, in 


p-. 24), of his narrative, where he ſays, that ſe - 
veral muſkets were fired at one of the natives of 
the Society Iſles: that was but a * one to 
ſome others which are to follo xx. 

In p. 464 and 465, he — 2 diſpoſition fo 
ſpiteful, to malignant, and at the ſame time, ſuch. 
a total diſregard to truth, as would warrant any 
treatment that he could poſſibly receive from the 


parties whom he accuſes, - His words are, The 


captains had not been long on ſhore the next. day. 
when one af the natives took an 3 
ſtealing a jacket out of our boat. 

ments — vithout 


the Captain's orders, though in his preſence, at 


the thief, who firſt. dived in the water, and then 
ran into the croud, by which means ſeveral inno- 
cent were wounded... Notwithſtanding this 


ſeventy, the good - nature of the people was ſuch, - * 


— not forſake the trading · place, nor 
take umbrage at our Thls laſt cir- 
cumſtance, related by the r himſelf; is ſuf- 


ficient to convince every — perſon, that 
the former is totally falſe, or greatly miſrepreſent- 
ed; for it is not probable, that a nad of ptople 
would. ſtand fill, and not diſperſe, if ſeven mulkets - 
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werd fired amongtt chen and many of them 
wounded thereby. 1 10 be one of the- 
perſons in the boat, and the very one who gave. 
the alarm of the jacket being ſtolen, which I ſaw 
move over the boat's gunwale without any viſible 
agenty but looking over the ſide, I dn «man: 
under the water running away with it. Some 
muſkets, I cannot ſay how many, were fired or 
him, as he made towards the ſhore, by the officer» 
and cock ſwain of the boat; and at laſt; when he 

got nearer to the ſhore, for we were not "much leſs 
than a quarter of a mile from it, one or two were, 
I believe, fired at him, as the others had not effect. 
This, however, I can declare, chat I ſaw every 
ſhot fall, and that not a ſingle perſon was hurt by 
any of them, nor was: there another perſon in, of; 
near, the direction of the ſhot, except once one, 
when the ſhot went very wide of both. The fir- 


n ceaſed from the boat 3 as Meſſts. Cooper 


Al. "the farſt and third lieutenanta, 


eptain, who was on ſhore, a 

—— . 

at fond a , which 

edn, N.. 5 me but he not eren 
this; on which! Lieutenant Cooper fired his fowl-. 
ing · piece, which: vad loaded with ſmall ſhot, at 
him and ſomę of the — — L 
told, — wor? ſide of the head. 
water, for he 


oven — and no more 
was taken of him. This I declare from my 
knowledge, to be a full and ftrift-account of 
whole! tranſaction: fo that, notwithſtanding Tr. 
Forſterꝰs poſitive aſſertion, there was not a 
man hurt beſide him who committed the theft, and 
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near the croud, for the man took a different route, 
well knowing that our ne er kom have 
intercepted him. 

The next? pa - preſents us with an e of 
malevolence an . if poſſible, yet 
more cruel and unjuſt than the laſt. One of the 
natives,” ſays he, „ luctily flipping into the maſ- 
ters cabbin, ſtole from thence ſeveral mathemati- 
cal books, a ſword, a ruler, and a number of trifles, 
of which he could never mate the leaſt uſe. He was 
ſeen making his eſcape in a canoe, and a boat be- 
| diſpatehed after him, he threw all the ſtolen 

dr 0 overboard. Theſe were picked up by an- 
other of our boats, whilſt: the firſt continued in 
purſuit of the thief. Our men fired a muſket into 
the ſtern of his canoe, upon which he and * 
others with him jumped into the ſen. 
- + Thethief was ſtill hunted with incredible eager⸗ 
neſs, but diſplayed a moſt wonderful agility, div- 
ing ſeveral times under the boat, and once un- 


ſhipping the rudder. At laſt, one of our people 


darted the boat book at bim, and catehing bim under 
tht ribs, dragged bim into ibe boat; but he watched: 
his opportunity, and notwithſtanding his Joſs of 
blood, leaped into the ſea again, and eſcaped to 
ſome canocs, which came from the ſhore tot his as: 
ſiſtance. It is remarkable, that even ſuch a diſ- 
poſition for cruelty, as:had been diſplayed in pur-. 
ſuit of this poor vretch, did not deprive us of the 
confidence and affection of his 'countrymen:: The 
captains brought Attagha and another chief on 
board with them to dinner, and the trade was car- 
Tied on as quietly as H nothing had happened“ 
I was an eye. witneſs of every part 22 the trans 
action to which this heavy charge relates, and, as 
the beſt anſwer to it, wille give a full and ſimple re- 


lation of it as it. really did happen. I was coming 
"x our 
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ut of my own cabbin, and going upon deck to ob- 
Ss the meridian rock ay | the fun, when 1 
met Mr. Hood, one of the midſhipmen, going in- 
to the maſter's cabbin, which was next to mine, I 
believe for Mr. Gilbert's quadrant, who was go- 
ing to obſerve alſo. When he opened the door, 
he ſtarted back, and ſaid, There's a man juft 
going out at the ſcuttle.” I ſaw his legs, and ve 
ran both upon deck, and called. to him to leave 
what he had ſtolen, or he would be ſhat. He paid 
no regard to this, and a muſket ball was fired 
through the ſtern of bis canoe, for he was not 
twenty yards off. This, however, had no effect; 
and two boats were manned and ſent after him; 
for, notwithſtanding Dr. Forſter ſays the things 
were but trifles, they were of too much value to 
be loſt, as amongſt theſe trifles' there were both 
the ſhip's” and the maſter's log-books. - Finding 
that our boats came up with him, he threw the 
things oyer-board, which one boat picked up, and 


the: other followed with orders to bring him back 


to the ſhip, where it was intended to punith him 
wich a dozen laſhes,” as an example to deter others 
from making the like daring attempts. Finding 
himſelf ſtill purfued, and that his canoe began to 
fill at the mufker-hole, and to paddle very . 
iy; he, and thoſe who were with him, over- 
board, and ſwam towards the ſhore. Our boat 
came up with him, bot it is not eaſy to catch a 
naked man in the water, eſpecially one of thoſe 
to whom the water ſeems a natural element. He 
dived ſeveral times, and at laſt unhooked the rud- 
der of the boat, and rendered it thereby totally un- 
povernable. One of the people then threw the 
o- hook over bim (not darted it at him), and 
him to the boat's ſide, when others got 

Id of his Ls - La legs, and pulled him 
_— into 


Tioſities. It may be remarked, that there can be 
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into it. In doing this (I cannot ſay unfortunately, 


for it was not of the leaſt conſequence) the return- 
ed part of the boat-hook, which every one knows 
is as blunt as one's finger, ſlightly ſcratched his 
fide. By the accounts of the people when they 
came on board, and who alone could know any 
thing of the matter, it was barely ſufficient to 
make him bleed. The man almoſt inſtantly ſprung 
from them, dived away to a conſiderable diſtance, 
and before the time that they got the rudder. hung, 
and could overtake him, he ſwam -very near a 
quarter of a mile to ſome canoes, and got on ſhore. 


Who, after reading this ſtate of the matter, which 


I moſt ſolemnly declare to be true, will not deſpiſe, 


and even deteſt the man, who, coolly and unpro- 


voked, could charge another with darting ſuch a 
thing as a boat-hook into his fellow-creature, uns 
til it entered ſo far into his body, as for the hooked 
part to catch under his ribs, and in that manner 
drag him into a hoat? Or who will ſuppoſe that 
a man, wounded in this manner, would be able 
to eſcape. from five. or ſix others, leap out of the 
boat, and ſwim to a conſiderable diſtance ? Or, that 
t ſuch a diſpoſition for cruelty as had been (here) 
diſplayed (ſuppoſing Dr. Forſter's account to be true) 
would not have deprived us of the confidence and 
affection of his countrymen.” Happy indeed is it 
for thoſe who had the misfortune to ſail with 
this man, that his intemperate heat, raſhneſs, 
and inattention, ſo far counterbalance his diſpoſi - 
tion to do ill, as to render it in a manner harmleſs, 
and every where afford ſufficient materials to con- 
fute his moſt cruel and unjuſt aſperſiongs 
Dr. Forſter, both at this place ( Tonga- tabu). and 
moſt others, takes occaſion to ridicule, in very 
pointed terms, the eagerneſs of the ſeamen for eu- 
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good reaſon given why the ſeamen ſhould not be 
as fond of curioſities as himſelf. None purchaſed 
thoſe things with more avidity than he did. He 
knows well, that even when the purchaſing of 
thoſe things was ſtrictly forbid, and that neither 
ſeamen nor officers preſumed to attempt it, he and 
his ſon frequently purchaſed them out of the cab- 
bin windows. But the ſeamen had another mo- 
tive for purchaſing thoſe things, and which he had 
not. They well knew, from experience, that if 
they were fort unate enough to buy a more curious 
weapon, or thing of any kind, than he had done, 
that they could afterwards ſell them to him for 
two, three, and even four dollars, and ſometimes 
more than that. And I wiſh Dr. Forſter would 
aſk his own heart, whether thinking of the money, 
which he has'thus paid them, may not havg been 
one cauſe of this ſeverity. | 

But, cruelly as the Doctor has uſed every one 


on board, I dare anſwer for it, there was not a man 


amongſt them who would not pity his feelings, were 
they to read his moſt excellent deſcription of the 
ſtorm which we met with off New Zealand; and 
had they known the fright. that he was in, or the 
uneaſineſs that their inconſiderate and unconcern- 
ed ſwearing gave him, they would, I am perſuad- 
ed, have abated, -at leaſt in ſome meaſure, the va- 
riety of their imprecations; but the Doctor ſwears 
ſo dreadfully himſelf at times, that there was not a 
foul on board who ever dreamed that it gave him 
the leaſt diſſatisfaion. | 

In p. 490, Dr. Forſter ſays, that the bay in which 
we anchored on the north fide of Cook's Straits, lies 
on the weſt ſide of Cape Terawittee ; but this is a 
miſtake which may, if not re&ifed, be the loſs of 
thoſe ſhips. which may ſeek for it. The bay lies 
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on the eaſt fide of Cape Terawittee, between it ara? 
Cape Palliſer, and immediately under the former. 
In p. 494, Dr. Forſter ſays, that being de- 
firous to promote every improvement which may 
turn out à real benefit to mankind, we did not he- 
ſitate a moment to permit an engraving to be made 
from our drawing (of the New Zealand flax. plant), 
at the requeſt of the Earl of Sandwich.“ Is it not 
eurious. to find a man making a merit of ſuffering 
an engraving to be taken from a drawing, which 
he had been paid at the rate of thirteen or fourteen 
hundred a year for making, by the party 'who 
makes the requeſt ? 4 HSI Ae? e 
In p. 508, the Doctor relates the reaſons which 
mduced us to believe, that there had been an en- 
gagement between the natives of New Zealand, re- 
fiding- in Queen Charlotte's Sound, and thoſe 
who reſided in Admiralty Bay; and he adds, 
*I am much afraid that their unhappy differences 
with other tribes were revived on our - account. 
Our people, not ſatisfied with purchaſing all the 
hatchets of ſtone, patoo-patoos, battle-axes, clothes, 
green jaddes, fiſh-hooks, &c. of which the natives 
of our acquaintance were poſſeſſed, continually 
enquired for more, and ſhewed ſuch large and 


valuable pieces of Taheiree cloth as could not fail to 


excite their deſires.” He adds, it is moſt proba- 
ble that the New Zealanders might think it would 
be the readieſt way to gratify thoſe deſires, by 
robbing their neighbours of ſuch goods as the Eu- 
ropeans coveted,” Whether this ſurmiſe of Dr. 
Forſter's be well or ill founded, I will not 

to determine; but I will ſay, that it is moſt diſin- 
genuous to attempt to throw the odium of it on 
the people. For I again aſſert, that no perſon on 
board the ſhip ſhewed more eagerneſs after —— 
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things than Meflrs. Forſters did, neither did any 
perſon, | believe, bring home ſo large a quan- 


The aſperity with which our authors purſue 
the memory of the late Dr. Hawkeſworth, and 
the avidity with which they ſearch for opportuni- 
ties to ſhew it, are unequalled by any thing that 1 
have ever met with, — their treatment of the 
poor ſeamen; and I ſhould have imagined, that 
they muſt have received the groſſeſt il|-rreatment 
from him, on ſome former occafion ; if | had not, 
in the latter inſtance, ſeen how irritable they are, 
and how ſmall a matter wilt provoke them to take 
the moſt unexampled revenge! 

In pages 535 and 536, he again falls foul of 
the poor ſeamen, becauſe ſome of them got drunk 
on Chriſtmas day, and thence takes occaſion to 
brand them with almoſt every deteſtable qualifica- 
tion. He is, however, here better than ordinary; 
he excepts cowardice and inſincerity. 

Nothing ſhews a man's weakneſs more, than 
when he pretends to write on ſubjects with which, 
his manner of treating them fhews, he is totally 
unacquainted; but when he goes out of his way 
into matters which he evidently does not under- 
Rand, with a manifeſt view to accuſe his neigh- 
bours, and that very unjuſtly, of the groſſeſt 
crimes, it is not eaſy to ſay what puniſhment he 
does not merit. I am led to theſe reflections by 
what Dr. Forſter ſays concerning the cauſes why | 
former navigators did not meet with Eaſter Iſland, 
the methods of finding the longitude at ſea, and 
of the marine time-keepers, which I carried out to 
make trial of for that purpoſe. It will be beſt to 
give Dr. Forſter's own words. After relating the 
manner in which we fell in with that iſland, he 
ſays, la the mean time we reflected on the ex- 
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cellent means of aſcertaining the longitude, with 


which our ſhip had been furniſhed, and which had 


carried us exactly to this iſland; though ſeveral 
former navigators, ſuch as Byron, Carteret, and 
Bougainville had miſſed it, after taking their de- 
parture from iſlands at ſo ſhort a diſtance from it 
as thoſe of Juan Fernandez. Captain Carteret, it 
ſeems, was only miſled by an erronecus latitude in 
the geographical tables which he conſulted ; but 


this could not be the caſe with the reſt. We had 


the greateſt. reaſon to admire the ingenious' con- 
ſtruction of the two watches which we had on 


board, one executed by Mr. Kendall, exactly af- 


ter the model of that made by Mr. Harriſon, and 


the other by Mr. Arnold on his own plan, both 


which went with great regularity. The laſt was 
unfortunately ſtopped immediately after our de- 
parture from New Zealand, in June 177, but 
the other went till our return to England, and 


gave general ſatisfaction. It appears, however, 


that, in a long run, the obſervations of diſtances of 
the moon from the ſun or ſtars, are more to be 
depended upon, if they be made with good inſtru- 
ments, than the watches or time keepers, which 
frequently change their rates of going. The me- 
thod of deducing the longitude from the diſtances 
of the ſun and moon, or moon and ſtars, one of 
the moſt valuable acquiſitions to the art of navi - 
gation, muſt immortalize its firſt inventors. To- 
bias Mayer, a German, and profeſſor at Gottingen, 
was the firſt who undertook the laborious taſk of 
calculating tables for this purpoſe} for which his 
heirs received a parliamentary reward.” . 

Who ſees not the abſurdity of aſcribing the un- 
ſucceſsful attempts of Byron, Carteret, -and Bou- 
gainville, in ſearching for this iſland, to their 
want of the means which we had, of aſcertaining 
| the 
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the longitude ? The firſt and laſt of theſe gentle- 
men failed not from a want of knowing where 
they were, but where to look for the iſland, as 
every one will ſee who reads their accounts; if 
they had perſevered, they would certainly have 
found it. Captain Carteret run in a wrong pa- 
rallel, and therefore miſſed it from a want of 
knowing its latitude, truſting, I ſuppoſe, to the 
account which is given in Harris's voyages. Hence 
none of them failed for the reaſon which Dr. For- 
ſter would ſuppoſe. But it was neceſſary to ſay 
ſomething concerning' the longitude, in order to 
introduce the infinuation concerning Mr. Arnold's 
watch, which he has done fo ſlily, that few who are 
not immediately concerned may have noticed it; 
neither would it haye-meritedeven the notice of thoſe 

if it had not been-for what paſſed ſoon after our arrival 
in England, a ſhort hiſtory of which is here neceſſary. 
Some time after my return to England, I was told by 
ſeveral gentlemen, that Mr. Arnold had publicly 
charged Captain Cook and me, in different compa- 
nies, with having wilfully ſtopped his time-keeper; 
on the going of which, not only his credit, but 
alſo a reward of 10,000 l. was depending. Soon af- 
ter this I accidentally met Mr. Arnold, and deſired 
to know why he had done fo. He denied having 
ever mentioned my name, but declared, that he 
had not only been told that Captain Cook was 
concerned with others in doing it, by break-. 
ing open the box in which the watch was, but 
that the perſon who told him ſo, was ready 


to make oath of it, I replied; that I was well af- 


ſured this diſtinction had not been made; or, if it 
had, that it was totally impoſſible for Captain 
Cook to have done the deed, as the watch was in 
my care, and not in his; and that neither Captain 
Cook, nor any one elſe, except myſelf, had ever 
touched it, until after it had ſtopped. I alſo de- 
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ſired to know who it was that had dared to pro- 
pagate ſo villainous a falſchood, that the Captain 
and I might juſtify ourſelves, I likewiſe added, 
that it would have been more honourable- in Mr. 
Arnold, either to have commenced an action at law 
againſt us, or otherwiſe to have complained to the 
Commiſſioners of Longitude, with whom the thin 
properly reſted ; in either of which caſes, we ſhoul 
hom had an opportunity of defending ourſelves, 
and on one of them I inſiſted, or that he would de- 
ſiſt from ſpreading ſuch cruel reports. He told 
me he ſhould complain at the next Board of 
Longitude; but, as he never did, the thing reſted 
at that time. However, on talking the matter 
over with Captain Cook, who alſo had heard of it, 
he told me it had been repeatedly hinted to him, 
that Dr. Forſter was the author; but that he 
hoped. the Doctor could not be capable of it, 
although he had declared to Lieutenant Clerke, 
and ſome others on board the ſhip, after I had re- 
fuſed to ſupply him with the ſituations of places, 
that he would ruin me when we returned to Eng- 
land. Will it be ſuppoſed then, that I had not 
juſt room to ſuſpe& Dr. Forſter, eſpecially after 
reading, that Mr, Arnold's watch * was. unfor- 
tunately ſtapped immediately after our departure 
from New Zealand, in June 1973?” or that it 
was not neceſſary.; to require from him a public diſ- 
avowal of ſuch a meaning? That requiſition pro- 
duced the following correſpondence. 


| To Mr. Gon Fons xxx. 
. Sir, | | 
* Sometime ago I_was repeatedly told that 
your father had informed Mr. Arnold that I 
either ſtopped, or had ſuffered ſome one elſe to ſtop, 
his watch in June 1773. This charge is 74 5 
3 | ſc 
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falſe and mallgnant a nature that I did not believe 


it; but finding that you aſſert the ſame thing, at 


p. 554- vol. I. of the book which you have lately 
publiſhed concerning the Reſolution's voyage, it is 
no longer poſſible to withhold my belief that there 
was ſome foundation for theſe teports. It is indeed 
barely poſſible, that the word was, in the above 
quoted paſſage, may have been inſerted through 
inadvertence z- on which account, and my real un- 
willingneſs to quarrel with any perſon whatſpever, 
I defire you to diſavow the intention of ſpriſkding 
thoſe reports, ſo much, and ſo unjuſtly to the pre- 
judice both of me and the other perſons concerned 
in the care of the watches, by inſerting the follow- 
ing erratum at the bottom of all your future ad- 
vertiſements of the book: | 1 
« Speaking of the time-keepers, p. 554. vol. L for 
6 The latter was ſtopped, read t be latier ſtopped, 
the word was having been inſerted through inad- 
vertency.“ hy . 
If you meant honeſtly to relate this affair, which 
I will yet ſuppoſe you did, you will not refuſe this 
piece of ſatisfaction; and the rather, as my cha- 
racer may ſuffer in the eſteem, not only of thoſe 
who employed me, but of all the world, if it is not 
eontradicted. I am, &. 
Jane 24, 1777. N. 


To Mr, Warts. 
“ Sir, | | | 

& As my ſon is gone out he cannot have the 
Per anſwering your letter. In order there- 
re to aſſuage your unneceſſary allarms, on a trifling 

occaſion, I take the pen. | 
« It is a falſe and malignant inſinuation, that I 
have informed Mr, Arnold, that you either ſtopped, 
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or had ſuffered ſome one elſe to flop bis watch in 
June 1773. And you did right not to believe it; and 
you did wrong to indulge your belief, that there 
was ſome foundation for thoſe reports. I have 
told Mr. Arnold, that the watch ſtopped, and 
could not be mounted, which is a fact: and wants 
neither my confirmation, nor any thing elſe: and 
on his enquiring, whether I knew any cauſe for its 
ſtopping 3 1 told him I knew none, unleſs. it were, 
that about a fortnight” or thereabouts before the 
watch ſtopped, the firſt lieutenant had loſt or miſ- 
laid his key and that the armourer was ordered to 
open the lock *, which he did. This Mr. Arnold 
can corroborate, if aſked; and this you know to be 
true: nor does this in the leaſt imply; that you 
ſtopped, or ſuffered ſome one elſe to ſtop Mr. Arnold's 
watch. 

« As to my ſon's expreſſion p. 554. vol. I. no 
man in his ſenſes can unduely conſtrue theſe words 
into any other ſenſe than: that a misfortune, an un- 
foreſeen accident, which you could not cauſe nor re- 
move (as the watch was ſhut, ſo that you could not 
come to its interior parts) had cauſed its ſtopping. 
For the addition anfortunately points out this ſenſe 
ſo forcibly, that it would be an inſult on the in- 
tellects of an impartial, unprejudiced reader, free 
of vapours and baſe ſuſpicions, to make any other 
ſenſe, than that which 1 pointed out above +. 

| | However 


Who, that meant no ill, could ſuppoſe that the breaking 
open the lock of a box where a watch was, could ſtop that 
watch a fortnight afterwards? The armourer did not o 
the box ; I did it myſelf, by introducing the blade of a ſcrew- 
driver between the box and lid, and forced the lock by turn- 
ing it gently round; which, of courſe, could not any ways 
affect e watch, as every man of judgment will readily ſee. 

+ The reader, and not Dr. Forſter, muſt judge what mean- 

Ing is to be affixed to theſe words, and alſo whether the word 
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ti However if my ſon finds upon mature delibe- 
ration, that this correction is neceſſary; he will 
not be deficient in candour and inſert in his future 
advertiſements, that the word was ſhould be 
omitted as admitting of an interpretation he did 
not intend to allow. | | 
And this proof of his candour will be the more 
impartial and generous, as his father did not ex 
rience the ſame when on board the ſhip ®: but my 
ſon has the ſame generoſity which animates his fa- 
ther's conduct, and forgets offences, when not re- 
newed and when they have no tendency to injure 
his character. [7 

June 25, 1777. U am, &c, | 


(igned) JOFIN REINOLD FORSTER.“ 


| _ To Mr. Warts. 
%% „ 

J have this moment received your letter, on a 
ſubject on which I never expected to be addreſſed. 
I thought that in the ſpace of three years which we 
have paſſed together, my conduct, character and 
way of thinking had remained no ſecret to you; 
and your entertaining even a bare ſuſpicion againſt 
me, hurts my pride. But this may be owing to 
the diffe: ence of our tempers; and in that caſe, to 
prove that your ſuſpicions are ill grounded, or 
that you purſue a very ſhadow, may perhaps be as 
impoſſible as to perſuade a jealous man of his 
wite's virtue. In juſtice to myſelf, however, and 


unfortunately does not point it yet more ſtrongly ; for it cer- 
tainly muſt have been as unfortunate for Mr. Arnold, if his 
reputation and property had been injured by our wilfully, or 
even careleſsly ſtopping his watch, as if it had ſtopped of its 
own accord, as it did, 

The reader will judge of this when he has read theſe re- 
marks. | 
ä from 


6 


from a motive of eſteem towards you, I very 
readily declare, that I had not the leaſt intention 
to throw any kind of blame upon you or any = 
ſon whatſoever, in the lines which you quote from 
my book. I had never conceived the moſt diſtant 
idea that the words I had there employed could 
be ſo far miſconſtrued as to injure you; or 
you may reſt aſſured I ſhould have altered them 
ſo as to preclude every equivocal ſenſe. I am 
likewiſe fully perſuaded that my father has never 
inſinuated any thing to your diſadvantage to Mr. 
Arnold, and that you have been greatly miſin- 
formed and he greatly wronged in that reſpect. I 
do not find the difference to you between topped 
and was topped * ; the watch could not ſtop, un- 
leſs there was ſome efficient cauſe which ſtopped 
it, You know the meaning of words ſo well, that 
you cannot ſeriouſly infiſt upon the publication of 
your propoſed erratum: neither can you demand it 
with any colour of juſtice. However, from a wiſh 
to oblige as much as lies in my power, I ſhould 
have no objection to acquieſce in your demand, if 
I thought it could be of the leaſt ſervice to you. 

« Though I think it was unjuſt to ſuſpect me of 
an intention to injure you, becauſe your better know- 
ledge of me ſhould have 1 you to the con- 
trary ; yet I am very far from blaming your ſo- 
licicude to defend your character. Where a man 
is realiy injured, he would be unjuſt to himſelf, if 
he did not ſhew his enemies, that they cannot with 
impunity traduce him. I have juſt now been in 
the caſe to meet with a ſtab in the dark; but 


* Does not the reader think this extraordinary ? 
+ I did not ſuſpect Mr, George Forſter : it was his father 
whom I ſuſpected, but it was neceſſary to conform to the title- 
page of his book in the addreſs of theſe letters, 
"DT though 
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chough l am nothing leſs than quarrelſome, I have 
known to ſupport my character with that be- 
coming yy which has forced my detraQers'to re- 


cant. The ſame feelings which teach me to de- 
fend myſelf, likewiſe prevent me from inſulting or 
injuring others. Jam, &c. | 
| . (Signed) GEORGE FORSTER.“ 
« P. S. If you wiſh to ſee any proofs how impoſ. 
fible it 1s Hb I ſhould have a 5 ht to oo 
you, I refer to my book, p. iv. of the preface, 
p. 179. 505. and 574. vol. I.“ | 
June 26, 1777. f 


To Mr. Gzoret Forsrrs. 

PA - | | | 

« I have received your's and your father's letters, 
in anſwer to mine of the 24th, but they contain 
nothing ſatisfatory to me. It is to no purpoſe 
what you intended, or how you underſtood what 
you have written; every other perſon will, and as 
far as I have heard, do, underſtand it as a direct 
charge; neither will it, as it now ſtands, bear any 
other interpretation: and the only proof you can 
give me, that it was not intended as a ſtab at mine, 
and the other two gentlemen's characters who were 
concerned, and are not preſent to defend them- 
ſelves, is to publiſh the erratum which I propoſed. 
Neither are there any reaſons for not doing it, as 
ſuch an erratum, coming from yourſelf, can in- no 
reſpect hurt either you or the work; but, on the 
contrary, will tend to ſhew your readineſs to ob- 
viate every circumſtance that has a tendency to in- 
jure any one wrongfully. For theſe reaſons I con- 
clude, /eriouſly, with inſiſting on the erratum being 
publiſhed ; and declaring, that 1 _—— 
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refuſal as a proof that it was intended for the worſt 
purpoſes, which I would yet willingly hope was 
not the caſe, *X Jam, &c. 
. 
« P. S. I never take ſuch paſſages, as you refer 
me to, for proofs of any thing whatever ; but in re- 
turn, refer you to the note on p. 420. vol. II. and 
would refer you to many other places, if | had the 
book by me, which would /eem to ſbeu that you 
owed me no more good-will than my neighbours,” 


To Mr. Wars. 
« Sir, | | 
<« I repeat to you, that I had no thoughts of re- 


| Betting on your conduct in my book, What you 


and others think of the paſſage in diſpute, after 
this repeated aſſertion, is perfectly equal ro me *, 
becauſe ] muſt be ſenſible of the innocence of my 
own words more than any other man. I told you 
in my firſt letter, if you would be ſuſpicious, I 
cannot prevent it. | | 

« When aſked, I ſhall always fay that neither 
you nor the other two perſons who had keys to the 
watch either ſtopped ir, or occaſioned its ſtop- 
ping, —and this | ſhall ſay, becauſe I think it 
true. I believe I ſhall not for the preſent advertiſe 
my book, and I repeat, that as I «am convinced, an 
impartial man will find no reflection on you in my 
words, I fee no uſe of an alteration's being inſert- 
ed, when I advertiſe again. IVE WE IN 


If Mr. Forſter had complied with my demand, he would 
have had better foundation for ſaying this than he now had; 
but theſe letters ſufficiently ſhew, that he had no intentions of 
doing ſo; without which, I fo far differ from Mr. Forſter, as 
to think it totally indifferent to me how he underſtood his 
own meaning, and that the opinzon-of others is alone to be 


« I am 


EE 
« I am ſorry-you miſtake me ſo much, and re- 
main, &c. F | a 7238 * 2 
| (Signed) GEORGE FORSTER.“ 
« P. S. If Thadbeen inclined to injure you, I 
might have ſpoken of Mr. Kendall's watch, which 
you forgot to wind up at Anamoka. But I am 


not ſo mean as to lay an accident of that nature to 
any man's charge.” : 


To Mr. Grorce ForsTER., 

« Sir, . 
« I have your letter in anſwer to mine of yeſter- 
day, and have only to add, that as you decline do- 
ing me, Captain Cook, and Lieutenant Cooper 
"Bice by contradicting what you have there ad- 
vanced to our prejudice; I ſhall do it myſelf, by 
publiſhing the letters which have paſſed between 
us on-this occaſion, together with ſuch remarks on 

your book as I may judge neceſſary, I am, &c. 
P. S. As to the watch being forgot at Anamo- 
ka, you know your father told every officer on 
board the ſhip that he would publiſh it; and fo 
he . undoubtedly would, if he had not thought 
it would have tended only to ſhew his malevolent 
heart,” 


Theſe letters will acquit Captain Cook and me 
of this crime, at leaſt; or if not, they muſt con- 
vince Mr. Arnold that we are innocent of it in the 
opinion of dae and he beſt knows 
— 5 or not he any other informer: I am 
perſuaded he had not. There are alſo ſome par- 
ticular expreſſions in them worthy of notice, that 
ſet both father and ſon in a particular point of 
view, But let them ſpeak for themſelves. 18 


( 48 ) 
I fhall conclude my remarks on this very extra. 


ordinary Paragraph by obſerving that it will 
be impoſſible for any one, acquainted with the ſub. 
ject, to help ſmiling when thoſe gentlemen tell 
us that Topias MAYBER,, 4 German, was the firſt 
who undertook the taſk of calculating tables for 
finding the longitude by obſeryations of the moon, 
when it has been a favourite ſubje& of all aſtrono- 
mers that have lived ſince the beginning of the ſix- 
teenth century, T vt 

In p. 586, Dr. Forſter ſays, that the ſtone of 
which the ſtatues at Eaſter Iſland are formed, is 
the ſame with the red zufa which covers the whole 
iſland, This ſhews that Dr. Forſter is not more 
accurate in his philoſophical, than he is in his hiſ- 
torical, remarks ; they are of a light grey ſtone, of 
a gritty, or ſandy texture, and have very much 
the appearance of being factitious. Luckily I 
brought a piece home with me, which will confirm 
this, It is in the poſſeſſion of John Ibbetſon, Fſq; 
F. R. S. ſecretary to the Board of Longitude. 
The large cylindric ſtones which were placed on 
the heads of thoſe images, were of the ſtone which 
Dr. Forſter ſpeaks of. I have paſſed over number- 
leſs inaccuracies of this kind, becauſe I could not, 
as in this inſtance, bring particular and poſitive 
proofs of their being ſuch. * 

In p. 399, Dr. Forſter, in 22 to the ac- 
counts of the Spaniards, ſays, that we ſaw no cala- 
baſhes at Eaſter Iſland. I ſaw ſeveral both grow- 
ing and in uſe, as utenſils, and take upon me to 
ſay, that Dr. Forſter M crank water out of 
one two or three times the day that we went round 
the iſland, and which the hoſpitable natives brought 
ſeveral miles after us, as we were returning actoſs 
the iNand.. © | N Ot a T3TIRE-0 
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I was not able to get farther than the 11th page 

of Vol. II. before my attention was enga _— 
another of theſe cruel miſrepreſentations, of whic 
I have already had occaſion to complain. Speak» 
ing of the man who was ſhot at the Marqueſas, 
after telling us that two muſkets had been fired 
over him by Captain Cook's order, he adds, 
« Upon which an officer, who that moment came 
upon dect, and (p. 12.) who was ignorant of the na- 
ture of his offence, ſnatched up a muſket, . and tak- 
ing exact aim, ſhot the man through the head.” 
Now I here declare, that | was going down the 
ſhip's ſide into the boat, when the alarm was given 
of the ſtanchion being ſtolen, and had left the 
officer, who ſhot the man, on the quarter deck when 
I quitted it; and, therefore, that the words, print- 
ed in italics, are totally untrue, and without the. 
leaſt foundation. The reader will look upon this 
aſſertion of Dr. .Forſter as yet more extraordinary, 
when Laffure him, as I can from the united teſti- 
mony of ſeveral perſons, who were then on the 
28 — now, or have been lately in 
England, that it was the very officer who ſhot the 
man, that fired the firſt muſket over him by Cap- 
tain Cook's direction. i 
The next remark I have to make, is on the 
note at page 3 77 where Dr. Forſter ſays, that the 
natives of the Marqueſa Iſles, did not know how 
to 8 the name of their own country 1o, 
well as he did: they called it Oheevaca, whereas 
the Doctor ſays it ſhould be Obeevaroa, but that 
the people of this iſland could not pronounce the 
1. We ſhould, I apprehend, be ready to diſpute 
Dr. Forſter's authority, if he, who pronounces the 
Engliſh language very imperfectly, ſhould tell us we 
did not pronounce the word England right, becauſe 
our pronunciation differed from his; and yet the 
E Doctor's 
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Doctor's authority for writing Obervaroa is even 
more doubtful than this would be, for it is no 
more than that this word (Obeevaroa) occurs 
nongft the names of ſome iſlands, which Tupia, 
W 


I p. 40, Dr. Forſter tells us, that the cotin- 
tenances of the natives of Teoukea were more mild 


chan thoſe of the high Hands which lie in the 


neighbourhood; namely, the Marqueſas, and So- 
ciety Ifles. I was not on ſhore there myfelf; but 


every other gentleman that was, agrees in forming 
4 very different opinion of them, and deſcribes 


chem as a people of a very fierce and 
ſition, when compared to the people we 
had juft then been amongft, and afterwards 


viſited, Fi 
appeared to 


In p. 47, Dr. Forſter ſays, Ir 
him, that the moſt elevated, and the richeſt 

of the low coral iftes, were generally. to lee ward, 
which js directly contrary to fact in every inſtante 
where we were near enough to determine this 
point; for the higheft and richeſt part of Fur- 
neaux's iſland is at the eaſt end; of Teoukea to- 
wards the. S. E. end; and towards the eaſt part of 
thole two of Palliſer's Iſles that we paſſed neateſt 
to, as alſo of both Howes and Palmeriton's iftands; 
which, if I remember right, are all of this kind 
that we can fpeak poſitively of. Funeaux's land 
is a remarkable inſtance of this, for there is not a 
fingle ſpot over which the ſea dves not break, 
except towards the eaſt end, which is that we fell 


in with; and if it had been otherwiſe, it is Highly 


probable, that neither Dr. Forſter nor I might 
ever have had an opportunity of telling our dif- 
ferent tales, as we ſhould undoubtedly have been 
on ſhore before we had ſeen it. K 
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It gave me great pleafure to find Dr. Forſter (in 
p. 64.) doing juſtice to the women of Otaheite, 
whaſe characters, I think, have been greatly miſ. 
repreſented by former voyagers, when they tell ug 


that they found every one, without exception, 


ready to proſtitute themſelves to any Who came up 


totheir price. This is ſo far from being a true 
general character, that I have frequently ſeen of- 


rejected, which in their eſtimation muſt have 
been immenſe. Perhaps one circumſtance, not men- 
tioned, as far as I can find, either by Captain 
Cook or Dr. Forſter, may have contributed much 


eaſe and indifference with which the moſt modeſt 
women on the iſland reject offers of this nature, 


To be aſked a favour of this kind, is not looked 


on as any affront, and of courſe never treated as 
ſuch; but refuſed with as much calmneſs and com- 
poſure as they would any other indifferent requeſt, 
with which they did not chuſe to comply. Neither 
was it unuſual for them to accompany this refuſal 
with a propoſal to provide one of freer principles, 
But even the proſtitutes in general obſerved ſome 
bounds in their actions, at leaſt before their own 
people, and ated with a degree of decency not 
always to be ſeen in the ſtreets of London. I once 
law one treated in a very ſevere manner by another 
woman for only talking otherwiſe. Neither was there 
any thing like that brutal indecency, mentioned 
im p. 128, vol. II. of Dr. Hawkeſworth's Voyages, 
feen by any of us in the Reſolution; and therefore 
I conclude, that ſuck indecencies are as rare among 
them as in England; for 1 could mention the 
names of two brutes in human ſhape, who now 
are, or very lately were living in England, that 
ated the ſame ſcene in a ſtage-coach, where there 
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towards eſtabliſhing this Opinion; and that is, the 


. 


were three perſons beſide themſelves. That 
Oberea ſhould be a ſpectator at an exhibition of 
this ſort, is not to be wondered at; but it is no 
confirmation, that the generality of the women of 
the iſland ſhould have delighted in it, much leſs. 
that they would have ſubmitted to do the like, as 
ſeems there to be inferred. * Oberea is an old 
demi rep of quality there; and, like ſome of the 
ſame claſs here, would be diverted with actions 
that would make ſome of the moſt common' pro- 
ſtitutes that ever walked” the Strand, or gazed 
on Point Venus, ſhudder with horror; and J have 
not the leaſt doubt, but that the whole ſcene was 
her contrivance, and that the iſland was ran- 
ſacked to find out two actors“. 

Another circumſtance which ſpeaks ſtrongly 
againſt the generality of this promiſcuous commerce 
of the ſexes, is the populouſneſs of the iſland, which 
would, no doubt, have been greatly hurt by a 
cuſtom of that pernicious tendency; and this is 
confirmed by a very ſingular circumſtance. For, 
notwithſtanding the great number of European 
ſhips which have now viſited this place, and the 
intimacy which, I believe, may be admitted to 
have been between their ſeveral crews and certain 
of the-female natives, there is not yet a child known 
on the whole iſland, whoſe countenance has the 
leaſt appearance of being European, which un- 
doubtedly would have been the caſe if any had 


* Since the above was written, I have been informed from 
the authority of a gentleman who was in the Endeavour, and 
ſaw the tranſaction here alluded to, that it is very imperfectly, 
and in ſome meaſure erroneouſly, related by Pr. Haw eſworth. 
Oberea obliged the two perſons to attempt what is there ſaid to 
have been done, but they were exceedingly terrified, and by 
no means able to perform it. The ſame authority adds, that 
moſt of the natives reprobated Oberea in very ſevere terms for 
the part which ſhe had in it. | 

ſprung 
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ſprurig from European fathers, the character of 


the two nations being totally different; and for 


this, there can be no reaſon aſſigned that I know 


of, but that Europeans have hitherto had no con- 
nexion but with ſuch women as rendered them- 
ſelves incapable of bearing children, by promiſcu- 
ous. proſtitution. 


— 


In p. 77, Dr. Forſter expreſſes his ſurprize at 


the natives of Otaheite being able to give the name 
of man · eaters to the New Zealanders. If the word 
which the Doctor here gives really means man- 


eater, which I now think rather probable, I can 
unriddle the myſtery in a moment; for in a ſmall 
vocabulary of Otaheitean words, which I collected, 
I have got the very word, a little differently ſpelled, 
for thename of a ſhark, which they had caught alive, 
and confined in a pond at Oparre. There would, in- 
deed, have been no difficulty that | can ſee in this af- 
fair, if the Doctor had not unfortunately had an hy- 
potheſis to ſupport by it; namely, that not only 
the natives of Otaheite, but even thoſe of all the 
countries in the world, were originally anthropo- 


phagi. He even ventures to add, that he was 


told ſomething to the ſame purpoſe by the natives 
of Otaheite themſelves. When a perſon, ſays he, 
has been told a circumſtance of this kind, it re- 
quires rather more than a modeſt aſſurance to con- 
tradict it flatly. It may however be obſerved, that 
no perſon except himſelf ever heard any thing of 
the Kind before. He then proceeds to aſks ſeveral 
queſtions, ſuch as, whether we are to ſuppoſe, that 
a ſet of eannibals made a deſcent upon this iſland 
in ancient times, or whether wwe /bauld not rather 
conclude, that the Otaheiteans, as well as the natives 
of all other countries, were originally preyed on by 
one another for want of other food, both animal 
and vegetable, which Dr. - Forſter will ſuppole 
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muſt have been in early times very ſcarce? I an- 
ſwer, that I can ſee no reaſon for ſuppoſing either 
one or the other; but, admitting that Dr. Forſter 
did not put a wrong i retation on the mean · 
ing of thoſe natives, which he knows was often 
done, both by himſelf and others, I think we ought 
rather to place this report to that too prevalent 

aſſion amongſt many men; namely, mventing 
ingenious ſtories to amuſe and deceive their 
neighbours, and thereby make them believe, rhar 
the relators know a great deal more than they 
really do. And of this diſpoſition, Dr. Forſter 
knows we had ſeveral- inſtances amongſt the na- 
tives of theſe iſlands z particularly the ſtory which 
was told us of an iſland in that neighbourhood, the 
matives of which were as tall as our main maſt, and 
as much round as the drum-head of the capſtan. 


| I make no doubt but Dr. Forſter very well remem- 


bers the ftory, but cannot conceive that from 


' thence he would infer, that any ſuch giants either 
do exiſt, or ever had exiſted in thoſe parts. Dr. 
| Forſter concludes this paragraph with ſaying, that 


« traces of anthropop are ſtill exrant at Ta- 
heitee. Captain Cook,” ſays he, « ſaw fifteeh re- 
cent Jaw-bones hanging in one houſe, Might they 
not,” continues he, © be preſerved as trophies 
taken from their enemies?” I anſwer, that there 
can be no doubt of it. Captain Cook aſſures us, 
p. 169, that he was told fo. How then can this 
circumſtance be looked upon as a trace of anthro- 
pophagy ? As well might Saul have accuſed David 


of this diſpoſition, when he was brought before 
him with the head of the Philiſtine in his handt- 


Nothing can be more extraordinary than the 
4 pains which our authors have taken to ſet 
e amorous tranſactions of our ſailors in a full 


point of view, | They furniſh ſubject for a num» 


ö 
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ber of entertaining tories, and make no ſmall 
part of the matter of this . philoſophical recital ef 
ass. I am, however, particularly deſired hy 
Jevergl, who conceive that they may have furniſhed 
matter of this kind, to ſay, that it is apprebend( 
hoſe entertaining, and #rwly intereſting anecdates, 
might have been greatly increaſed, had it bee 
thonght proper to do ſo; and they particularize the 
affair of the old man aud bis ſon at Uliatea, where a 
girl and a knife was concerned, and which they 
apprehend was full as entertaining to the by- 
ſtanders as any of thoſe which are related in the 
work before us; but thoſe gentlemen are well 
aware, that Meſſrs. Forſters are ſufficiently ar- 
quainted with the particulars of this tranſactian 
themſelves, if they pleaſe to inſert it in the next 
edition of their philoſophical hiftcry, and therefore it 
is totally needleſs to relate it here. They alſo beg 
leave to acquaint Meſſrs. Forſters, that girls have 
been ſeen to hang out as untowardly a backſide at 
the top of the lower deck ladder, as ever was done 
at the foot of that which led down to the cock-pit, 
of which they have given ſo particular an account 
at p. 84, vol. II. Thoſe gentlemen alſo beg leave 
ta remind Meſſrs. Forſters of a piece of excellent 
advice; namely, that he who is without fin, ſhould 
.caſt the. None. 7% þ * p | 
In ͤ p. 89, Dr. Forſter mentions the marriage 
of Oediddee, or Mahine, as he calls him, and 
which I believe was his right name, although he 
Was always called Oediddee witch us, as ſome of 
our peaple had heard him called fo on fhare, But 
he afterwards explained this circumſtance to us, 
as well as he could, and from whence we under- 
ſtood it to have been a perſon who had addreſſed 
him by the epithet of Child ( Mi-diddee), as is not 


unuſual with us, when we addreſs 3 young per 
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ſon in 4 familiar way. He mentions a midſhip- 
man being preſent at this marriage, who could not 
remember a ſingle circumſtance of the ceremony. 
I cannot gueſs who it was that could be ſo very 
unintelligent. I was preſent. great part of the 
time, and ſaw no perſon there but ſome of the 
common ſeamen; and what I ſaw of the matter is 
as follows: be: enen 
Sunday, May 1ſt, a little after noon, obſerving 

many of the natives running in great haſte towards 
a long houſe, which was on the oppoſite ſide of 
the river, I walked down to the ſhallow. part of it, 
which was near the point, and croſſed over: When 
]'got to the houſe, though perhaps almoſt as large 
as any on the iſland, I found it quite filled with 
the natives, and many ſtanding round it, who 
could not get in; ſo that it was ſome time before 
1 kaew what was the matter, as I could fee no- 
thing, and did not pretend to know much of the lan- 
- guage myſelf. I, however, underſtood well enough, 
that Otdiddee was doing ſomething either with, or 
concerning a wife; which, after what had been told 
me of theſe matters, it may be ſuppoſed heightened 
my curioſity not a little; and with difficulty, I 
made my way through the natives, towards that 
part of the houſe to which moſt of their eyes ſeem- 
ed directed: There Oediddee was ſitting on the 
ground, by the ſide of a tolerably prett) young 
creature. He had her hand in his, and there 
might be about ten or twelve others, chiefly women, 
ſitting in a circle round them, and who appeared 
to me to be aſſiſting at the ceremony. Every one 
elſe, at leaſt in that part of the houſe, were ſtand- 
ing, and ſeemed no farther concerned than myſelf. 
- Thoſe-who ſat in the circle repeated ſome words in 
- a ſort of recitative tone, which is their manner of 
ſinging, and were now and then anſwered by the 
| | | bride 
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bride and bridegroom in the ſame way, ſeemingly 
in «ſort "reſponſes, but I did not underſtand a 
ſingle word that was ſpoken on either ſide. I had 
ſtood but a little time before Oediddee ſa me, on 


vhich he inſtantly roſe up, came out of the circle, 


got hold of my hand, as was his uſual manner 
when he met with any of us, and aſked me how 1 
did; after which he deſired me to fit down, and 
they began to make room for me in the circle, as 
at firſt ſeemed inclinable to do fo, and indeed in- 
tended ; but recollecting that I had ſome obſerva- 
tions to make in a little time, which could not be 
omitted; and thinking it then only an act of his 
liteneſs and civility, for he had indeed both theſe 
graces, as far as they are to be obtained by natu 

in the utmoſt perfection, and that it would only 
diſturb the ceremony by ſitting down and riſing 
again, I deſired him to excuſe me, and told him 
that I would rather chooſe to ſtand; on which he 
left me, ſat down in his place, and the ceremony 
went on as before ſo long as I ſtaid,- which was up- 
wards of half an hour. I croſſed the river back to 
the tents, and in about half an hour afterwards, or 
perhaps ſomething more, being employed look- 
ing out for my. obſervations, I faw them, followed 
by great part of the croud, come down to the 
river,/ where they and ſeveral others bathed, and 
afterwards returned to the houſe; after which I 
ſaw-neither of them again until next day. It was 
as near as I can recollect between four and five 
o'clock when they were at the river, and the cere- 
mony muſt have begun about, or ſoon after one. 
This is all I ſaw of the matter, and T ſhall be 


happy if it affords any ſatisfaction to the public. 


In page 91, Dr. Forſter ſeems to ſneer at thoſe 
who had the direction of Omai whilſt in England, 
becauſe they did not teach him the arts of a car- 
4 penter 
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penter or ſmith, which he intended, he ſays, 40 

ave inſtructed the boy in, that he wiſhed to have 
brought home; but ſurely Dr, Forſter muſt know, 
that it would be but of little uſe to teach thoſe 
people to be ſmiths, unleſs we would alſo ſend 
iron every year or two for theſe ſmiths to 
work on; and therefore, it is to be preſumed, 
that Captain Cook has not done the Otahieteans 

uch diſſervice as a ſtate, by refuſing to let the 
boy come to England; and with reſpect to the 
boy's intereſt, as an individual, I am firmly per- 
ſuaded, that every one who knows Dr. Forſter's 
diſpoſition as well as Captain Cook did, and had 
heard and ſeen his treatment of a worthy and inge- 
nious man (Dr. Sparman), as Dr. Forſter is now 
pleaſed to entitle him, will think the Captain fully 
juſtified in not truſting the boy with him, | 
In p. 98, Dr. Forſter, after treating us with as 
Particular an hiſtory of the government and policy 
of Otaheite, as could be given of our own coun- 
try, ſays, that“ ſome of the women on board ac- 
cuſed the king's lifter, Tedua-Towrai, of admit- 
ting Tow-tows, or men of the loweſt rank, to her 
bed.” I aſk, what we ſhould think of a foreigner 
who related ſeriouſly, that he was told the queen, 
or a princeſs of an European kingdom, admitted 
her ſervants to her bed, by a common woman 
whom he had picked up in the ſtreet? Would not 
his authority be deſervedly treated with contempt-? 
On the ſame page he ſays, that Otoo came and 
informed the ſetjeant of Marines, that one of rhe 
natives had ſtolen a muſket from the centry. I 
can aſſure Dr. Forſter, there was not an Engliſh - 
man on ſhore at. Point Venus, who did not know 
the fact long before Otoo made his appearance; 
neither do I believe that Otoo knew any thing 
about it before his arrival at the tents, for he . 
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off with great expedition as ſoon as ever he heart 


it mentioned. | | | TE” 
In p. 126, after relating the expedition into 
the country at Uaheine, and exaggerating the com- 
duct of the officers who were robbed in the moſt 
cruel and extravagant manner; he concludes with 
obſerving, that it ended peaceatly according to the 
wiſh of ſome few amongſt us; but that it was not ſo 
sfatfory to others, who, inured to the borrid 
ſcenes of war and bloodſhed, bad acquired, by force 
'of habit, a deteftable eagerneſs to try their fill in ſhoot- 
ing at men, rather than a mark! This is flrictiy 
a matter of fact! But the reader will very pro- 
bably, from the manner in which it is narrated, 
be apt to miſapply it. No perſon, as far as I ſaw, 
except Dr. Forſter, his ſon, and dependants, ſhew- 
ed any eagerneſs, either deteſtable or otherwiſe, to 
on that fooliſh expedition : but every perſon on 
— the ſhip knows, that bey teazed Captain 
Cook all the morning, until he conſented to let 
them be admitted of the party, as © Gentlemen 
Volunteers,“ which were their own words; and 
one of them, rather than be left behind, having 
loſt the bayonet belonging to his own piece, had 
— of the ſhip's bayoners tied on the muzzle 
KN. , 9 
Dr. Forſter's account of the ſociety of Aree-oe's 
comes nearer to the ideas, 'which 1 had formed-of 
that body of people, than any other which has 
been printed. I muſt notwithſtanding diſſent from 
him in ſome particulars ; not that I will take 
me to fay my opinion is abſolutely matter of fact. 
I rather believe, that neither he, I, nor any one 
elſe, know, with certainty, much concerning them. 
He ſays, * ſome of the Aree-oes were married in 
the ſame manner as Mahine (Gediddee) was.“ 1 
am rather inclined to think that Dr. Forſter is 
: here 


( 6 


here miſtaken; I never met with any, whom we 


knew certainly to be Aree-oe's, that would allow 


they were married in ſenſe whatever. But 
J am apt to differ from many others in the in- 
ference drawn from this circumſtance; namely, 
that it is by their own choice that they abſtain 
from it. I rather thirk that they are · not only de- 
barred from marriage, but the uſe of women, in 
any reſpect whatever, by the, rules of their order, 
in the ſame manner as ſome orders of men are in 
Europe; but who, like the Aree- oe's of the So- 
ciety iſles, hold zo ſhort dalliance with them in 
private. nn. 

That Oediddee was married, in the general 
acceptation of that ceremony at Otaheite, is certain. 
He always allowed it, and every other perſon ſaid 
fo likewiſe ; but I muſt obſerve, that I never heard 
any one but himſelf ſay he was an Aree>ve, What- 
ever this order of men may be, it is certainly much 
reſpected in thoſe iſlands, and I dare ſay Dr. Forſter 
has met with many perſons,” who have wiſhed to 
paſs for ſuch, but whom no other perſon would 
allow to be ſo; and I am rather inclined to think, 
that our young friend Oediddee might be amongſt 
that number. That the Aree-oes have; connex- 
1ons, of one ſort or other, with particular women, 
is not to be doubted ; but it appeared always of a 
myſterious nature: Such at leaſt ſeemed: to be 
the connexion between Noona and Tyoa, one of 
the moſt agreeable women of Otaheite, as was al- 
fo that of Boba the Aree of Otahaw, with Tyna- 
mai, about whom Dr. Forſter -1s ſo very 'angry 
with Mr. Hodges for not making the drawing of 
ber beautiful enough; the former acknowledged, 
that the child with which ſhe was pregnant when we 
were at Otaheite in 1773, had been murdered, and 
Tyna- mai did not heſitate to ſay, that her's = 
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ſhe alſo was with child when we were at Uliatea 
the ſecond time) would meet with the ſame fate, 
as ſoon as it came into theè world: The latter was 
in a talking mood when we learned this, and we 
ſhould, I believe, have gathered ſome more inte- 
ligence on this head from her, if it had not been 
for Oediddee, who ſtopped her ſhort, with great 
earneſtneſs, and told her, that ſuch things were not 
done in Britannia, and that we thought them bad: 


After this, we might as well have hoped to extract 


oil out of tinder, as another word from her on this 
ſubject: but although I was greatly diſappointed 
at the time, I could not help being pleated with 
the boy on the whole; being convinced that 


he was actuated by a very laudable principle, 


namely, a fear that his countrymen might ſuffer 
in our eſteem, as we had frequently expreſſed our 
diſapprobation of the cuſtom. But although Oe - 
diddee may ſuffer on this account in the opinion of 
a philoſopher, yet as a patriot, a good- natured 
man, and a lover of humanity, I think him more 
to be revered than ſome great philoſophers, who 
have humanity no where bur in their mouths. In- 
deed, every action of his life ſhewed him poſſeſſed 
of one of the moſt gentle, humane hearts that ever 
man had: May he live long, and enjoy that hap- 
pineſi which ſuch a heart only can give! I ſhall 
conclude what I have to ſay on the Aree-oes with 


taking notice of a hint which Dr. Forſter has drop- 


ped in p. 136, where he ſays, that Boba the vice- 
roy of Otahaw, is at preſent an Aree-oe z from hence 


I conclude, that Dr. Forſter is of opinion that it is 


probable every one who is an Aree- oe is not obliged 
to remain ſo always. I muſt confeſs, this opinion 
coincides perfectly with my own on this matter; 
and [ am farther perſuaded, that marriage utter- 
ly diſqualifies them. v4 
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In p. 148, Dr. Forſter tells us he met with 2 
man, whoſe name was Tootavai, only the very 
before he left Uliatea, who let him into the whole 
fubſtance'of the religion and politics of the Society 
Hes ; he even revealed to him how the natives of 
theſe iNands conceive that idtas are combined into 
and many other matters equally abſtruſe, 
which we do not underſtand, even when expreffed 
in our on language; yet Dr. Forſter underſtood 
him perfectly welt, and has thereby been enabled 
to give us as ſtrift and accurate an account of thoſe 
matters, as he could of the religion, metaphyſics, 
and politics of his own co , which is fomewhat 
extraordinary after his conceſſion in p. 136: and 
what renders it yet more remarkable is, that Cap- 
tam Cook, the very day before, after having had all 
the aſſiſtance that the Doctor could give him in 1n- 
terpreting the intelligence which was brought from 
Uaheine, concerning the two ſhips, which were 
poſed to be arrived there, was obliged to call 

in the help of a young gentleman, a midſhipman, 
and who, notwithſtanding what the Doctor has 
been pleaſed to ſay of himſelf, p. 124, underſtood 
the language of theſe iſlands much better than the 
Doctor, as is evident from the natives often apply- 
ing to the boy, when they wanted to explain a 
thing, whick they had not been able to make the 
Dottor underſtand; and after all, both parties 
were ſometimes obliged to reſt ſatisfied without 
coming to a thorough underſtanding : So much 
eaſter is it to underſtand religious ceremonies, and 
metaphyſical diſtinctions, than a narrative of facts 
It was however very fortunate, that Dr. Forſter 
met with this Tootavai juſt as he did, for if it had 
been a day later we had loſt the intelligence, and 
of courſe ſhould not have had ſo much to relate on 


this head, as is done in Dr. Hawkeſworth's work, 
5 which 
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which: would have been diſreputable; and if he 
had made his appearance fooner, ſome ono elſe 
wauld” have-poſtbly ſeen or heard of him, and 
leurned from him à ſtory as different from this as 
light is from darkneſs, which would have rendered 


learned that the good man Tootavai knew nothing 
at all of the m 


In p. 158, Dr Forſter obſerves, with great juſt- 
veſo indeed, that the natives of Otaheite were but 
bad p its, when they ſuppoſed that he and 
Captain Cook were brothers. | 

In p. 159, after having once more bruſhed the 
<« uh ful heads,” of his unfortunate ſhip- mates, 
who had not been ſo lucky in their amours as ſome 
others that were equally deſerving, Dr. Forſter 
gives it as his opinion, and with which I perfectly 
that the natives of theſe iſlands were not o- 
bliged to the Europeans, either French or Engliſh, 
for the diſorder —— at; but that it was a- 
momgſt them long re Captain Wallis diſcover- 
ed Otahxite * ; 45 1 105 fome informa- 
tions that were received from the natives, as well as 
other arguments, which, I think, have * 
weight. to ſupport his opinion; amongſt theſe the 


eireumſtance of their being able to cure it, and 


which is an undoubted matter of fact, is not the 
leaſt. It ſeems difficult eo conceive how they 
ſhould ſo ſoon diſcover a remedy for this moſt 
dreadful diſorder, which for many years baffled 
the utmoſt efforts of the moſt ſkilful phyſicians in 
Europe. Neither can I help thinking, that the 


indifference wherewith theſe 1 looked on this 
8 


moſt nauſeous diforder, tends to ſhew that they 
have been long accuſtomed to it; we are much leis 
apt to run the rifk of untried conſequences, than 
6 2 5 N . of 


- 
_- 


1 


both doubtfal; and perhaps they might have 
areer, which would have been yet 
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of thoſe to which we have been accuſtomed]; and 


there js ſufficient authority to aſſert, that with the ge- 
nerality of thoſe women who came on board the ſhip, 


it would have made little or no difference, whe- 


ther a man was affected with the diſorder or not, 
even if · they ſaw it with their Owen eyes. Many 
other circumſtances might be brought to cotrobo- 


rate theſe, amongſt which, we muſt not overlook 


the vaſt probability there was that this diſorder 
would be found here, ay from a conſideration 
ef the libidinous manners o. 


proof, either on one fide or the other; for I never 
reckon the declarations of the natives themſelves 
as ſuch, becauſe I know not a fingle diſput- 


ed circumſtance wherein that proof has not been 


brought on both ſides of the gueſtion; not per- 
haps through a wilful deſign to miſlead, but from 
miſunderſtanding the language in which the in- 
formation was convey ed. 
In p. 168, Dr. Forſter ſays, we paſſed between 
the large reef to the northward, and the vaſt reef 
on which were the ſmall iſlands, lying E. of 
Annamocka on June 28th 177%; whereas we left 
them both, and every thing of the kind that we 
ſaw that day, until near ſun- ſetting, to the north- 
ward; and it is highly probable that very fatal 
conſequences might follow a ſhip's attempting to 
go the way that Dr. Forſter now directs: it had 
indeed a me mendous appearance. 
In p. 167, Dr. Forſter endeavours to miſrepre- 
ſent the affair of Mr. Patten's being left on ſhore 
at Annamocka, as in every other caſe, to the mani - 
feſt diſad vantage of ſome other of his ſhip- mates, by 
ſaying, He was left carele/sly on the iſland with» 
* out ſupport.” The true ſtate of the caſe was, Mr. 
Patten had gone away to ſhoot, ducks, and did not 
| | | return 


5 the. people. It muſt 
however be admitted, that there, is not one poſitive 
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return, gor did any one Knaw where he then was, 


or when, he woyld return ; neither Had any one, at 
that dime, the leaſt teaſon to ſuſpe& he was it 
danger. A boat was nor feat inſtantly on his be- 
ing ſeen,. becauſe, ſome of the. officers were juſt go 
ing on ſhore, and it was ſuppoſed that he could 
return in that boat. The ftory of one ot the tra- 
ding boats Happening to come near the place and 
relieving, hien, has not the leaſt foundation; for 
Mr. Patten did not chuſe to return im the boat 
which cartied the officers on ſhore, but teturted with 
them. into the tNand, and ſtaid there ſome time; 
after which he, amongſt others of (hem; returned 
on board the ſhip. eatly in the evening, poſfibly in 


the boat to Which Dr. Forſter fefers. Nay, in 


order to exaggerate matters, the Doctor will abuſe 
Mr, Patten's tooth- pick caſe, calling it a wretched 


one; whereas I declare I would never wiſh to ſee. 


or have a better! It might indeed be a wretched 

Dr. Forſter ſtill continues his miſrepreſeatations 
and ill nature in p. 18 1, and the two folſqwing 
pages. To do him juſtice, I Will relate it in his 
own words: Having taken notice that the muſ- 
ket of Lieutenant Clerke, vho ſupetintended the 
waterers, had been ſnatched from him; he pro- 
ceeds to tell us, that they went up into the 
country, Where they heafd three of tue ſhip's 
great guns}. fired, which they miſtook for muſ- 
kets, aver charged as fal, by fome young 
gentlemen on a ſhooting parcy. Some time at- 
ter they were called to by Mr. Gilbert, the 
maſter, who told them that a volley of - ſmall 
arms, and three cannon, had been fired to alarm 


and bring them back, becauſe' a fray had hap- 


pened between the natives and our people. 


* We ſuppoſed,” ſays pe: Forſter, that the 


* 
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« theft of Mr. Clerke”s s muſket had given oc- 
pe caſion to this diſturbance; but this was too tri- 
„fing 4 circumſtance to. be reſented, The coop. 
6 er A mending the water caſk, was not ſufficient- 
40 ly attentive to his adze, ood one of 'the na- 
< tives had ſnatched it up, and conveyed it away. 
« The Captain, in order to recover this valuable in- 
« frument, of which however there were no leſs 
i than adozen in the ſhip, ordered the people to ſeize 
' & ſeveral large double canoes, which had probably 
* arrived from different adjacent iſlands. They 

« performed his command, and Mr. Clerke's gun 
« was brought back by the aſtoniſhed natives. 
« But this was not ſufficient, and another canoe was 
« ſeized. A native who ſtood upon it, defended 
&« his property, which he had forfeited by no of. 
« fence, and took up a ſpear, which he ſeemed te- 
_ « ſolved to employ with good effect. Captain 

& Cook levelled his muſket at him, and bid him 
« lay down his arms, He refuſed, and received 
< a load of ſmall ſhot through his wriſt and thigh, 
« which brought him to the ground.” A little 
time after, Dr. Forſter tells us, that Mr Patten's 
gun, the unlucky adze, and a cartridge-box were 
brought back. 

This account contains almoſt as many miſre- 
Preſentations as lines. I call them miſrepreſen- 
tations rather than miſtakes, becauſe every one of 
them has an evident tendency to injure the cha- 
rater of one perſon or other very unjuſtly.” To 
paſs over the ſneer, which he goes out of his 
way to caſt at the young gentleman, I ſhall ob- 
ſerve that the adze, which he ſpeaks of, was not 
loſt through any inattention of the cooper, as he 
would inſinuate; neither was the cooper, when he 
loſt it, either repairing, or even doing any thing 
at the water-caſks. He had but Juſt landed, and 
was — the maſter and people, who =_ 
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ſet out before him, up to the pond, where they filled 
the caſks with water, with a bucket, which contained 
his tools, bungs, &c. and before he had got half- 
way, he was ſeized by the natives, and beaten be- 
cauſe he reſiſted, and his adze, bucket and bungs 
were taken from him by force. Another perſon 
alſo was ſeized, thrown down, and his neck. cloth 
torn from his neck ; in doing of which they al- 
moſt ſtrangled him, not by deſign, but through 
the hurry they were in, and their ignorance how 


to do it properly*. Again Captain Cook did not 


o on ſhore till after breakfaſt, and was then told 
of all the articles which had been ſtolen, and the 
unſufferable audacity of the natives at the ſame. 
time. It could not therefore be for the adze 
alone, as Dr. Forſter would moſt unjuſtly infinu- 
ate, nor yet for Lieutenant Clerke's muſket, in 
particular, that Captain Cook ſeized the canoes ; 
but for the whole together, and alſo to prevent a re- 

tition of thoſe actions, which would very proba- 
ly, if ſuffered to go on, have ended in others which 
might have had very diſagreeable, and even dread- 
ful conſequences, both to themſelves and us; and 
if ſome ſtep of this kind was neceſſary, Dr. 
Forſter cannot, I am perſuaded, point out any ef- 
fectual one, which would have been leſs liable to 
end in miſchief. Wounding the man could nor 


be abſolutely foreſeen. Dr. Forſter owns that the 


man ſeemed reſolved to employ his ſpear to geod 
efe, the Captain was therefore either obliged to de- 
fiſt, which would have made them yet more inſolent, 
or fire, in defence of the perſon whom he had di- 


rected to take poſſeſſion of the canoe z and every 


* Captain Cook has therefore li into a miſtake in 
Hs vol. II. where he ſays, that nothing was taken away by 
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Dr. Forſter, I am perſuade 
in ſupport of ſuch an — 2 which I think he 
ought to have done, before he had inſinuated it 
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ane. uin readily a that he had SH * a pate 
_ where the wound was leaſt likely to prove fatal. As 


to the grout mg of the canoes having come from 


different iſlands, I can ſa 4 nothing; neither can 
give any. good reaſons 


_ with a manifeſt intention to arraign the conduct of 
another perſon; but ſuppoſing it true, how. was 


Captain Cook to diſcover it? I make no doubt, 


but that the Doctor will be ready, as uſual, to 


offer his ſkill in the language for that purpoſe; 


but, unfortunately, we have an irrefragable proof, 
how little either he or any one elſe knew of it at 


m 


* 


that time; for I am informed by Mr. Gilbert, that 


- 'when the natives ſet out to fetch down the wounded 


man, Captain Cook underſtood that they were 
gone for ſome of the things which had been 


ſtolen, whilſt the Doctor aſſerted poſitively that 


they were gone for a pig; and ſo much was the 


Doctor's imagination ſet on the pig, that he ſtill per- 


_ ſiſted they were bringing one down, when they were 


bringing down the wounded man; adding, , Did 
not I tell you, Captain Cook, that this was the 


way to get hogs!” In ſo very different a light did 


Dr. Forſter view theſe tranſactions, when on the 
pot, from what he would be thought to do now! 


The circumſtance of a load of ſmall ſhot pene- 


trating through a man's wriſt and thigh, is of too 
glaring a nature to need a comment, any more 
than the badneſs of the diſpoſition which could 
prompt a perſon to aſſert it, merely to injure ano- 
ther, It is indeed difficult to know how the 
Doctor would have had Captain Cook to act in this 
affair. He ſeems to think Mr. Patten was hardly 
uſed, perhaps with truth, becauſe the Captain did 


not take ſome ſteps to recover his fowling : piece; 


and 


* 
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and yet, when, on accumulated grievances, he did 
endeavour, and that by the -mildeſt meaſures poſ- 
fible, to obtain redreſs, and did obtain it alſo; 'hz* 
has, in the moſt unjuſt and cruel manner, miſre - 
preſented every ſtep hetook, and without any cauſe 
whatſoever, endeavoured, as much as poſſible,” to 
hold him forth to the public as a monſter tõ be de- 
teſted by ſociety: What ſuch a proceeding merits, 
let the world judge ! tt) a 
It appeared to me, that Annamocka was great- 
ly inferior to Tonga-Taba, not in the natural rich- 
neſs of the ſoil, for they are much "alike in that, 
reſpect, but in the ſtate of cultivation; and eve- 
ry one that I have heard ſpeak on this ſubject 
ſeemed to be of the ſame opinion, except Dr. For- 
ſter, who, if I underſtand him right, gives the pre- 
ference to Annamocka in this reſpect. But it 
is not eaſy at all times to know what the Doctor 
would be at, or to form a compariſon between 
any two places, or things, from his deſcriptions, 
which are exuberant beyond expreſſion, and ſo 
overloaded with poetic alluſions, beautiful ima- 
gery, and bold pencilling, that if it were not for 
the name at the bottom, I am pretty certain no 


perſon would ever be able to know them again 


from having been there. In ſhort, Dr. Forſter is 
poſſeſſed of a warm imagination, and great inven- 
tion; and his ideas are no way confined. He 


ruſhes, as Horace adviſes, into the middle of his 


ſubject, blends truth with fiction, and adorns both 
with every beautiful flower that his fancy can ſug- 
geſt, Hence, ſuch judges as the Critical Reviewers 
read him with rapture, while Captain Cook's ſim- 
ple matter of fact paſſes unregarded ! There is, 
however, one thing to 'be ſaid in favour of Cap- 
tain Cook's narrative; he has not told a ſingle un- 
truth, or ſcarce ſlipped into a miſtake from the 
; F'y begin- 
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beginning of his book to the end of it, whilſt 
ſome others contain more mifrepreſentations than 

ges; but the opinion of the public may be judg- 
ed of by the ſale of the two books. 7915 
In p. 193, Dr. Forſter ſays, Turtle Iſland was 
about ſeven miles long. I believe it might be 
about two miles and a half long: it was certainly 
ſhort of three. | | | 

In page 194, He ſays, * We hoiſted a boat out, 
and ſent the maſter to ſound.” Dr. Forſter might 
have had humility enough to have ſaid, a boat 
was hoiſted out, and the maſter ſent to ſound ; as 
the maſter certainly was not under his directions. 
The reader will obſerve a great number. of theſe 
expreſſions throughout the book, which would 
not have been noticed here, were it not that they 
correſpond exactly with his behaviour on board 
the ſhip, and to which officers of men of war are 
not accuſtomed. Ir will, therefore, be readily ſup- 
poſed, that the officers of the Reſolution were not 
very well pleaſed to find a perfect ſtranger inter- 
meddling in their buſineſs, and dictating to them 
on ſubjects which it was not poſſible for him to 
underſtand ; and that at ſome times this behaviour 
might induce them to treat Dr. Forſter with leſs 
reſpe& than he might think was his due. It is in- 
deed but too certain, that this behaviour of Dr. 
Forſter's was the cauſe of continual uneaſineſs on 
board the ſhip, from one end of the voyage to the 
other; and made even thoſe, who were not con- 
cerned in the quarrels, much leſs happy than they 
would otherwile have been. 

Thoſe who look for the extenſive reef which Dr. 
Forſter ſays (p. 238.) lies off the ſouth point of 
Three-hill Iſland, will find it lying off the north- 


welt point. ; 
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In p. 240, ſpeaking of our being overtaken by 
a 4 off Sheoherd's Iſles, Dr. Forſter ſays, “In 
voyages on dilcovery, as well as in every under- 
taking of conſequence, à certain degree of raſhneſs, 
and reliance on good fortune, become the principal 
roads to fame, by being crowned with great and unde- 
ſerved ſucceſs.” If the Doctor's meaning in theſe 
lines be innocent, and if he really had no inten- 
tion to attack, by implication, the abilities and 
conduct of one of the ableſt and moſt experienced 
navigators that this, or former ages have produc- 
ed ; he ſhould at leaſt have conſidered, that reflec- 
tions of this kind are much better omitted, as they 
are of no uſe, and very probably not founded in 
truth. For what may appear raſhneſs, and the 
effect of good fortune, to a fearful timorous man, 
and one who is totally unacquainted with the na- 
ture of the ſervice he is upon, will to another of 
more ſkill in the matter, and who is poſſeſſed of 
more courage and reſolution, be looked on as no- 
thing more than prudential, and the effects of pro- 
conduct and ſkill. In undertakin-zs of any 
Lind. accidents and ill-fortune are never to be 
conſidered: that man muſt be very unfit for com- 
mand, who can be deterred from doing his utmoſt 
in diſcharge of the duty he is ſent upon, merely 
becauſe it is poſſible that ſome unforeſeen accident 
may happen to diſappoint or ruin it. Fund 
fo the ſame Page we are told, that the monu- 
ment was 150 yards high: the Doctor undoubted- 
ly means feet. 


Paſſing by many other ill-natured miſrepreſenta- 
tions, particularly that of the alarm of fire in 
P. 247 and 248, and that of the want of fellow- 
feeling amongſt ſailors of all denominations, with- 
out exception, in p. 250, we come to his relation 
of the affair at Erramanga, which is one of the 
9.7 | F — | moſt 
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moſt ſingular pieces of miſrepteſentation and de- 
traction that ever dropped from a pen; and ſhould 


* 


I attempt to deſcribe the ideas excited in my mind 
by reading it, I ſhould be greatly at a loſs for fit 
words to expreſs my meaning, without tranſgreſſing 
the bounds of decency; but my deſign is only to 
defend myſelf and friends from his unjuſt aſper- 

not to recriminate. e 


ſions, ä 

he and his ſon 6 arg to be at that time, in ſo 
imperfect a manner, as would convince any one 
who was there, that he is not to be truſted even' in 
relating things that paſſed immediately before his 
eyes“; he proceeds to give what happened on 
ſhore. from Captain Cook's account, as he is pleaſ- 
ed to ſay, but which differs greatly from what 


1 heard Captain Cook relate, and alſo from the re- 


lation of every one elſe. Ss 

Captain Cook began,“ ſays he, “ wir diffti. 
Hurting preſents to ſeveral of the natives, and par- 
ticularly fo a man who'appeared to have ſome au- 
thority over the reſt. Ftaving expteſſed, by fighs, 


that he wanted freſh water and other provifions, 


the chief ſent away ſorme men, and contimaed to 
converſe by figns. In 4 fort time the men re-. 
turned, bing a hollow bamboo filled with freſh 
water, a few cocba-tiuts, and the root of a yam. 
Our people utiderſtood fiorh- theit peftures, that 


they had fetched the water at little diſtance; but 


it ſeemed the ffatives were not inclined to let them 

walk thither to examine it. Their numbers in- 

crealſing evety moment, the captain re: embarked, 

and ordered his boat to he puſhed off. One of 
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He- ſuys à gttat g was brought upon the fore · caſtle 
and fired, whithi n boats left the place before 
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fier relating what paſſed on board, where both 
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the natives immedlately ſeized an oarg but another 
took it out of his hand, and threw it back towards 
the boat. Some of them took hold of, the gangs. 
board; which the ſailors had neglected to ſocure, and 
hauled the boat back to the ſhore, whilſt others 
came into the water and ſejzed the boat itſelf, tak- 
ing out two other oars. The chief ſtood near the 
boat, and ſeemed to direct this whole manceuvre. 
Captain Cook levelled his muſket at the natives; 
but here, as at Savage Iſland (ſee page 166), the 

iece miſſed fire ſeveral times. Phe natives ſee- 
ing him take aim, and readily conceiving, that 
what he held in his hand was a weapon, drew 
their bows, and poiſed their ſpears. A volley of. 
arrows was di at our people, and ſeveral 
ſpears were thrown into the boat. One of them 
without any carving, and perfectly blunt, wound- 
ed a ſeaman in the cheek. Captain Cook ſeeing: 
the lives of his people in danger, ordered them to 
fire, but it was ſome time before any of them 
could diſcharge their mufkets. The firſt diſcharge + 
killed two natives, who fell cloſe to the boat. The 
reſt, ſtill undiſmayed, ran back a little at firſt, 
but returned brifkly to the charge, throwing ſtones 
and ſhooting arrows at our people. The ather 
boat like wiſe fired upon them, but only two or 
three of their muſkets went off; however they alſo 
killed and wounded ſome more of the natives. 
An arrow hit the maſter on the naked breaſt, 
but being entirely ſpent, it did not even fetch 
blood. It conſiſted of a reed, armed with a long 
point of black wood, which was jagged or bearded 
with many indentures on one fide. 

Some of the natives, who were wounded, crawl- 
ed upon all-fours into the buſhes. When our 
ſwivels and cannon were fired from the ſhip, the 
whole crowd diſperſed; ſome, however, hid _— : 

| ves 
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ſelves behind a ſandy elevation, which ſerved as a 
breaſt-work, from whence they continued to annoy 
our people, who, for ſome time, amuſed. them- 
ſelves 70 fire at them as often as their Heads ap- 
ared.“ 

This laſt ne were it kay would 
brand Captain Cook and his party with indelible 
infamy. What is due to the perſon who could 
coolly charge them with ſuch a piece of wanton 
barbarity, without the leaſt foundation, I will not 
ſay. However; as Dr. Forſter is pleaſed to tell us, 
that the preceding was Captain Cook's. own rela- 
tion of the matter at the time, it will be neceſſary, 
and it makes me exceedingly happy, that I am 
able to give the Captain's genuine account and 
ſentiments of it, as they were actually written 
down by himſelf when he returned on board the 
ſhip, and copird by Mr. Hodges, a few days after 
the tranſaction happened, for a purpoſe which ſhall 
be mentioned preſently. 

Thurſday, Auguſt 4, at day- break, [went with 
two boats to view the coaſt, to look for a proper 
landing-place, wood and water. At this time the 
natives began to aſſemble on the ſhore, and by 
figns invited us to land. I went firſt to a ſmall 
beach which is towards the head (or point of the 
bay) here I found there was no good landing on 
account of -ſome rocks, which every where lined 
the coaſt ; I however put the boat's bow to the 
ſhore, and gave ſome cloth, medals, &c. to the 
ple who were here; for this treatment, they of- 

' tered to haul the boat over the breakers to the 
ſandy beach. I thought this a frieadly offer, but 
had reaſon afterwards to alter my opinion. When 
they found I would not do as they deſired, they 
made ſigus for us to go down into the bay, which 


we 8 did, and they ran along ſhore, a- 
breaſt 
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breaſt of us, and their numbers increaſed prodi- 
ejouſly. I put into the ſhore in two or three 
places; but, not liking the ſituation, did not land: 


by this time, I believe, the natives conceived what 


I wanted, as they directed us round a rocky point, 
where, on a fine ſandy beach, I ſtepped our of the 
boat, without wetting a foot, in the face of a vaſt. 
multitude, with only a green branch in my hand, 
which I had before got from one of thtm. I took 
only one man our of the boat with me, and order- 
ed the other boat to lie to, a little diſtance off, 
They received me with great courteſy and polite- 
neſs, -and would retire back from the boat on 
my making the leaſt motion with my hand. A 
man, whom I took to be a chief, ſeeing this, made 
them form a kind of ſemicircle round the boat's 
bow, and beat ſuch as attempted to break through 
this order. This man I loaded with preſents, and 

ave likewiſe to others, and aſked by figns for 
reſh water, in hopes of ſeeing where they got it; 
the chief immediately ſent a man for ſome: he 
ran to. a houſe, and preſently returned with a 
little in a bamboo, ſo 165 gained but little in- 
formation by this. I next aſked, by the ſame 
means, for ſomething to cat, and they as readily 
brought a yam and ſome cocoa nuts. In ſhorr, I 
was Charmed by their behaviour; and the only 
thing which could give the leaſt ſuſpicion was, 
that moſt of them were armed with clubs, ſpears, 
darts, bows, and arrows, &c. For this reaſon I 
kept my eye continually upon the chief, and 
watched his looks as well as actions. He made 
many ſigns for us to haul up the boat upon the 
ſhore, and at laſt ſlipped into the croud, where I 
obſerved him to ſpeak to ſeveral people, and then 
returned to me, and made again ſigus to haul the 
boat up. He now heſitated a good deal before he 
18 | would 
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would receive ſome ſpike- nails which I offered 
him, and this made nie ſuſpect that ſomething waz 
intended; and I immediately ſtepped into the 
boat, telling them, by ſigns, I thoyld ſoon return 
back ; but they were not for parting with me fo 
ſoon, and now attempted, by force, to accom- 
pliſh what they could not obtain by more gentle 
means. The gang-board happened unluckily to 
be laid out for me to come into the boat; I ſay 
unluckily, for if it had not been out, and the 
crew had been a little quicker in putting the boar 
off, the natives might not have had time to pur in - 
execution their deſign, and what followed would 
not have happened. As we were putting off the 
boat, they laid hold of the gang-board, and by 
- ſome means unhookeg it off the oat's ſtern; but 
as they did not take it away, I thought it had been 
done by accident, and ordered the boat in again to 
take it up, when they themſelves hooked it over 
the boat's ſtern, and attempted to haul her aſhore: 
ſome, at the ſame time, ſnatched the oars out of 
the people's hands. On my pointing a muſket at 
them, they in ſome meaſure deſiſted; but return- 
ed in an inſtant, ſeemingly determined to haul the 
boat on ſhore, At the Read of this party was the 
chief; the others, who could not come at the boat, 
ſtood behind with darts, ſtones, bows and arrows, 
ready to ſupport them, Signs and threats had no 
effect; our own ſafety, therefore, became the on- 
ly conſideration, yet I was loth to fire on the mul- 
titude, and reſolved to make the chief alone fall a 
victim to his own treachery; but my muſket, at 
this critical moment, refuſed to perform its part. 
Whatever idea they might have formed of the 
arms which we held in our hands, they muſt now 
have looked upon them as childiſh weapons, and 
they began to let us ſee how much better theirs 

were, 
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were; by throwing ſtones and darts, and-ſhooting 
arrows; this made it abſolutely neceſſary for me 
to give orders to fire, The firſt diſcharge threw 
them into confuſion, but a ſecond was hardly ſuf- 
fieient to drive them off the beach; and, after all, 
they continued to throw ſtones from behind the 
trees and buſhes, and every now and then to pop 
out and throw a dart. Four lay dead to all ap- 
pearance on the ſhore, but two of them afterwards 

crawled into the buſhes. Happily for theſe peo- 
ple, not half our muſkets would go off other- 
wile many more would have fallen. We had one 
man wounded in the cheek with a dart, the point 


# 


of Which was as thick as my finger, and yet it en- 


tered above two inches, which ſhews it muſt kuve 
come with great force, ànd indeed we were very 
near them.“ enen as {69 
From this account, which agrees perfectly with 
what I, and every one elſe that I can” now meet 
with, heard Captain Cook and Mr. Gilbert, who 
commanded the othet boat, relate on their return, 
the reader will obſerve, in the firſt place, how 
very little attention Dr. Forſter has paid either to 
the words, or meaning of his author; and from 
hence it will appear, how little dependence there 
can be placed on any thing elſe which he relates. 
Captain Cook ſays, the gang · board happened un- 
fortunately to be laid out for him to come into the 


boat. Dr. Forſter ſays, © the ſailors had nge 


to ſecure it,” Captain Cook is everywhere par- 
ticular in mentioning the preciſe number killed; 
and, as far as he had reaſon to fuppoſe, wounded, 
The Doctor as ſtudiouſly avoids it, and endeavours 
to expreſs himſelf in ſuch a manner, as will induce 
his readers to believe there were a great number 
of both; nay, he even aſſerts, that more "than 
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two were killed, for which he has no authority, but 
the contrary. - 
In the next place, he will, by com aring theſe 
two accounts, be much better enabled to form a 
juſt judgment of the colour of the glaſs through 
- which the Doctor viewed objects, than he can from 
his own account of this matter at p. xiii. of his 
refacez and, perhaps, will be apt to think him a 
fittle miſtaken, - when he ſays he is certain that it 
was not of A gloomy livid tinge.” Moreover the 
ſingular (almoſt verbal) agreement of this extract 
with the Captain's printed relation, is a very con- 
vincing proof how totally unneceſſary the fears of 
Dr. Forſter were, that we muſt again converſe with 
him by means of an interpreter; and laſtly, his 
ſentiments and expreſſion throughout the whole, 
will have a tendency, at leaſt, to ſhew how utterly 
incapable he was of amuſing himſelf for ſome time 
with firing at his fellow-creatures, . 
Dr. Forſter adds, For my own part, I cannot 
entirely perſuade myſelf that theſe people had any 
hoſtile intentions in detaining our boat.“ The 
Doctor would have done well to tell us, what he 
thinks their intentions were. It is more than pro- 
bable, that he would have thought very different- 
ly if he had been on the ſpot, and I ground my 
opinion on what I and others ſaw in our attempt to 
t at the volcano on the iſland of Tanna : But 1 
have now ſet this matter in its true light, and ſhall 
leave it to every reaſonable perſon to judge for 
himſelf, whether it was not high time to fire, un- 
leſs they would have ſuffered themſelves to be 
dragged they knew not whither, and treated they 
knew not how. | | 
Dr. Forſter's ſneer at the drawing which Mr. 
Hodges has given of this tranſaction, in ſaying, 
, | e 
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it be Bud invented it, is not worth notice. The pubs 
lic has, however, a right to know that, the deſign 
was made from the preceding extract out of Cap- 
tain Cook's journal, which Mr. Hodges tranſcrib- 
ed for that purpoſe, and the manners and perſons 
of the natives were copied chiefly from thoſe of 
Tanna, oy ey were mars _ No intelli- 
gent perſon will ſuppoſe, that in thoſe repreſenta- 
0 Mr. Hodges — to identify — 
perſons, or to give the exact poſition or employ- 
ment of every one who were preſent; but it ap- 
pears very poſſible, that he might draw a general 
repreſentation of the action from a deſcription 
given to him by any perſon of veracity, equally as 
well as if he had been on the ſpot and ſeen it with 
his own eyes; how elſe could Dr. Forſter have de- 
ſcribed it in ſo particular a manner as he would, 
no doubt, be underſtood to have done? But the 
Doctor's ſole aim is to miſrepreſent and depreciate ; 
and he is ſo eager to do both, that he is continual 
ly laying himſelf open to detection. 20 . 
In p. 300, Dr. Forſter infers with great certain- 
ty, that the natives of Tanna are cannibals, bo- 
cauſe they told him, that if he went over the eaſt 
int, which forms Port Reſolution, in that ifland, 
e would be eaten. The intelligent reader will, 
perhaps, think this rather a ſlender foundation to 
eſtabliſh a charge of ſo groſs a nature on; eſpeci- 
ally as not the leaſt trace (no not ſo much as a jaw- 
bone) of this moſt deteſtable cuſtom was ſeen by 
any one, They did indeed threaten ſome others 
with the ſame dreadful denunciations; and fo have 
I alſo been, many times, when a child, by a man 
who I am certain would have been fick at the bare 
thought of actually performing it. I do not mean to 
aſſert, that this cuſtom is not practiſed at Tanna; 
but to ſhew that there are no good reaſons to ſup- 
ä poſe 
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Pole it is: without phich, I thick. it is very wrong 


to charge any nation, whatever, with ſo unnatuxal a 
practice. I believe there were very few, unleſs. I 
except Dr. Forſter and his retinue, hoh went 
more amongſt theſe people than myſelf, and that 
moſtly, alone, or with at moſt ope ot two others, 
and I was never threatened with being eaten. It is 
true I never · atiempted the point that Dr. Forſter 
Jpeaks of, becauſe I heard nothing of the muſic until 
the morning that we went away, and: which, in, all 
probability, was for joy of our departure: but J 
— before obſerved, that Dr. Forſter appears to 
have an hy potheſis to ſupport on this head, and if 
'a man means to eſtabliſh a thing of this Kind, it 
maſt be ſupported. + 1 FM 
In p. 310, Dr. Forſter, gives ſome reaſons for 
ſuppoſing, that the natives of Tanna have an in- 
tercourſe with thoſe of Tonga-Tabu, or Am- 
ſterdam; founded chiefly on the ſimilarity of ſame 
words which they pronounced, to the language 
of that iſland, and evidently different from their 
-own. To this he adds, their mentioning to us an 
illand by the name of Etonga, which we did not 
meet with in that neighbaurhogd, and which may 
paſſibly be the ſame with Tonga-Tabu, and more 
. eſpecially as ſome of the natives of Eaoowe actual- 
Ax called it Etonga- Tabu. Iheſe arguments are 
not, in my opinion, very improbable; and eſpe- 
cially if we conſider what expert navigators 
the natives of the Friendly Iſles are, and the- 
- excellency of their embarkations; and that pro- 
bably many iſlands may lie between Tanga 
and: the Friendly — which are e 
than leagues aſunder. It appears indeed 
| dighly probab that ſome of the natives of the 
Friendly Iſles may have been, at one time or other, 
driven thus far to the leeward, and who may — 8 
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fore, that thein natives of Tanna are — 
which gives him an opportunity of filling up warts 
of do pages wich roflections and enquiries into 
the renſons ty they are ſoy of which eve 
will ee the facility, n the fact f is eſtab} 
a better foundation. 

In p. 447, he tells us, in tho true ſpirit 0 


travelier- indeed, that he ſaw the natives of Tanna 
throw a light green roecd, or ſtiff graſs, with ſurh 


force as to enter. above an inch inta the lun 
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mage on this article. 


which fords —— — 
ſame which Rumphius deſcribes as the diſſemiſia- 
tor of the true nutmeg; at the ſpice iftands 4 and 
we bad (ſays he) the honour: of preſenting one 
alive to her majeſty. The manner in which Dr. 
Forſter has expteſſed this, may lead ſome perſons 


into 2 . 


a live 


Dr. Forſter preſented to her majeſty. 


from the ifland of Tanna: but this is not ſo, fer 


it is certain, that no pi whatever was brought 
from Tanna — and, therefore: 


Dr. Forſter muſt mean that it was one of Rum 


phius's pigeons, from te — —_— which 
he preſented to her majeſty. n 
In p. 343, &c. De. Forſter bas been at ſome 
pains to account. for the different degrees of heat 
which: they found tho water of certain hot · ſprings 
_ at nen TE of N The manner in. 
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-which Dr. Forſter-made the trials will, I dare ſay, 
be found ſufficient to account. for. theſe different 
degrees of heat. They dug a hole deep enough 
for the water to ſſ and in, ſo that great part of the 
thermometer could be immerſed in it. It is reuſon- 
able to conclude, that the water in thoſe holes 
would not be ſo hot as when it came out of the 
ſpring, | becauſe. the water which firſt ran into the 
hole, and in which the bulb of the thermometer 
reſted, would remain there; while the hot-water, 
as it iſſued out, would run over irs ſurface; or, at 
moſt, mix with the former, but in a {mall degree; 
and, therefore, the heat of the water would be 
2 or Jeſs, in proportion to the depths of theſe 
holes, and the time which it had been in them. I 
never was at the ſpring where Dr Forſter made the 
two firſt trials which he mentions; but in trying 
the latter, I was preſent, and propoſed to lay the 
thermometer along in the ſtream, cloſe to the hole 
©. whence the water iſſued, with its bulb only juſt 
covered, and its ſtem elevated ſo as to make a very 
mall angle with the plane of the horizon, ſuffici- 
ent to prevent the mercury from running along the 
tube by means of its gravity ; and it then roſe 11. 
degrees higher than it had done: in either of the 
former trials, namely to 2024, and very pro- 
bably owing to this eircumſtance alone : it is ſelt- 
evident that it muſt have ſame effect, and allo 
that the deeper the thetmameter-was immerſed, the 

5 leſs the heat would appear to he. 
lo p. 346. our author begins à ſeries of very 
curious reflections, which fills dear five quarto 
ages; and hieb, without any great injury, per- 
aps, either to truth or probability, we may ſup · 
poſe never occurred to him befure he was prepar- 
ing his work for the - preſs. in Eondon; becauſe, 
being very poetical, and . full of pbilantbopy, he 
might 


es 
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nt introduce one of the moſt malignant pieces of 
2h miſrepreſentation and abuſe in his whole book. 
he That l miy do him all manner of juſtice, 1 thall 
5 give it in his own words as follows? 
es A centinel had been poſted, as uſual, to keep 
ae the natives at a diſtance from our party, bar the ſailors 
ie took the liberty of walking and trading freely among 
er them. A native, who in all litelibood bad never been” 
7, on the beach before, came through the croud, and 
_ began to walk acroſs the ſpace which our people 
occupied. The ſentry puſhed him back among 
the reſt of his brethren,” obo were already accuſtom- 
ed to this injurious treatment, and acquieſced in it. | 
The new-comer; however, refuſed to be conttoul- | 
ed on "bis vwn hand. by a ftranger, he prepared h 
once more to croſs the area, perhaps with ns other 
motive at preſent than" that of aſſerting bis liberty of 
coalking where he pleaſed, The ſentry drove him 
back once more, with à rude thruſt ſufficient to 
rouſe a man much leſs iraſcible than a ſavage.” He, 
to vindicate his right," laid an arrow on his bow, © 
which he aimed at the (centinel) aggreſſor; but the 
ſoldier inſtantly levelled his muſker, and ſnot him 
dead. Captain Cook'landed in the fame moment; 
he ſaw the native fall, and many of his country- 
men running off to hide themſelves from tbe eruel and 
| tretcherous people who had polluted their and. He © DO 
| commanded the ſoldier . to be loaded: with irons, 
and ſent him on board the (ſhip. - He>next en- _ 
deavoured to appe ſe the natives, and tb#natura! 
excellence of the buman beat i ſucb, thai ſeveral, 
eſpecially thoſe who came from the flat eaſtern hill, 
were perſuaded to ſtay, and once more to tri uboſe 
who had fo gfievouſly violated the laws of hoſpitality. 
Dr. Sparman and myſelf were flyuck 403th the nude, 
tien of the people, who = ſuffered us to paſs:by hem 
F 5 0 2 
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wnmalefied, hin they g by ag fly have token a lep. 
revenge for the murder f their countryman, | We 
went on board with Captain Cook, greatly appre- 
henfive for the ſafety af my father, who ſtill re- 
mained in the woods, accompanied: by à ſingle 
ſailor. We had, however, the ſatisfaction to fre 
him ſafe about a quarter of an haur after, among 
the party of marines who were: left on the beach 
to protect ſame of aur water. aſks, A boat was im- 
mediately ſent off, which brought him an board. 
He had met auth ne ſamf good treatment from the na · 
tives as ourſelvesʒ they ba J learnt ta know our diſpo- 
— ion, and ſeemed to be tao goad texepered 40 confound 
the innocent with the. ,. Thus ane dark aud de- 
teftable ad efjaced' all the bopes with which I bad 
flattered my elf: - — ind of looking up 
1 in a more favourable light thaw upan other Hramg ers, 
had to deteſt us much marr, as we came 10 de- 
Arey under the jpecius maſk of fegte aid Jone 
wongft- us lamented,” that inſirad of making amends 
at this place for the-many raſh ads which-we-had per- 
Petrattd at almoſt every afland: in our courſe, ue bad 
wantouly made it the ſcene of the greateſt ernelty. | 
Captain Cook refalved to puniſh the marine with 
the utmaſt rigour for having ſſod his poſi- 
tive order, «according to which the choleric emations of 
the ſauage tuere to be reprefied with gentleneſs, and 
proudently fuffered: to\.coal. Bus the o who com- 
manded on ſbore declared, that he had not deli - 
vered : theſe orders to the ſentry, but given him 
othera, aabich imported, that the leaſt threat vas to 
. be. pumſord with immediate dea. The ſoldier was, 
" therefore,/ 'tonedarcly” 'tleared, and the officer's 
22 40 Aimee of the et the natrues FemGiand un- 
controverted. g 
We mighu, 1 believe, tuuſt to the Doctor's own 
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who's in the leaſt at with- milliter; #y duty; 
for 4 jaſtjfiedtivh of elle poor itn; in Wheſe Md Kan 
chis unforeuntte affair happened: bariag felt rips 
ped/ir' df the exaggerutingy/ of, if you pleaſe, orna- 
mental trappings; which he has heſte wech upon it: 
mean choke pa ffs whith are printed in itaties, 
and hie would; as may eaſily be 5 make 
no altefatioiv as to tlie matter of fact. Nay, what 
man is chere even of common ſenſe; WU itt nor 
ſee the dbfurdity of plaein 65 centinel on 4 pott 
witty orders to deere ehe le from breaking 
in, if he did 18. 80 1% If he did do it, I aſk if 
har muemer one perſon is to —— at6rhier who 
repeatedly” attempts to break paſt him; and who 
does udt Under Raad nt he fays, but By pub ing 
hi hacle ? Ahd if, in conſequence” bf this, 

perfor ſo repelled lay an arłꝰw to his bow, and a 
it 54 the repeller, av arrow, whieh he is coriviriced; 
by abundant experienee, may be as fardFas'@ mu- 
ket da; 1 4 . wherher the world wobifd- not 
think bios werched fool to ſtand with 4 Baded 
_— in his ufd, and Tuffer Hittifelf d be Mot | 
w 

It may be ſaid, that ere are different methoch | 
of putting otders in exccutibn, and that Dr. For- 
ſter aſſures us, tlie centinel executed his in a very 
rude ant eruel manner. F venture to aſſert, that 
Dr. Forſter has not tile leaſt ſtixdow of authority 
for ſa & He did not fee the tranſaction: 
neither did any perſon of moment ſee this part of 
it, except Mz. Whitehouſe; one of the maſter's 
mates and now heutenant of his Majeſty's ſhi 
Keſolution. This gentleman tis aſfured me, tha 
he wes very near, and ſaw the whole affair; that 
the centinel uſed no manner of rudeneſs to him, 
more than waving lis baybhet (Hd on the mizzle 


of his piece) to „ 5 from going paſt him, 
G 3 much 
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much ia the manner which is generally practiſed 
by the centinels who are placed to keep off the 
croud. at a review in * and. I mean, until he 
perſiſted: in going paſt, whether che centinel would 
or not; and that then, only, he prevented him by 
offering the point of his hayonet. It may be farther 
objected after all, that it is highly probable the 
man would not have delivered his arrow; but this 
was at beſt but a doubtful, matter, and the cen- 
tinel's life depended on it. Mr. Forſter has him 
ſelf ſaid, in a caſe of the like nature, where e 
was in danger, that . ſuch ſort of jeſts are not 
much to be truſted,?” and that he had levelled his 
muſket. at a man who did it, and we are ta 
underſtand would have ſhot him if he had not de- 
ſiſted. I farther think, that no perſon but the 
centinel himſelf can, or ought! to be à judge of 
os wy was to done in theſe circumſtances. The 
only byſtancer, who ſaw the tranſactiqn, ac uitted 
him, and declared that he would haye acted in 
the ſame manner, had he been in the centine!'s 
, place. How then is Dr. Forſter to he juſtified for 
multiplying, through two quarto pages, his virulent 
abuſe of this poor man; who, if be really was 
guilty. of murder, as the Doctor will inſiſt he was, 
has long ſince been accountable for it at a higher 
ribunal than any the Doctor could have arraigned 
—. at. A tribunal! where malice and miſrepre- 
ſentation, calumpy and detraction, thoſe mur- 
mercy as the murderers of his body... 19: 

l be latter part of this tranſcript, is a range 
compoſitipn of abſurdity, falſity, and malevglenge 
indeed! He ſays, Captain Cook's poſitive orders 
were, that «* the cholerick emotions of the ſavage 
were to be repreſſed wich gentleneſs, and, nt- 
ih luffered to cool. To Whit, are we to think of this 
paſſage ! f 


FF 


{ &). 


e on of R Cook, if we eee 
true? It, muſt; be either, that he placed cen- 
. keep chr natives off, if they pleaſed to be 
2 1 And if they did not, to let them come-inz 
iſe, that theſe centinels were to 
—— wor 5 in conſequence thereof, the ſavages, 
as Dr. Ferſter is *. — to term them, 1 
5 be, angly. they were then to ſtand peace 
> and ſuffer themſelves to be ſhot, chat 

—9 might after̃ wards have leiſure, to cool. I 

to every perſon of reaſon and candour, 

w Yoher: or not any other conſtruction can be — 
on the matter, and to every perſon who 

Captain Cook, if they chink him capable of del 
roi ſuch orders as theſe. The truth is, C 

ook's orders were, that they ſhould be re- 

pre with gn Dr. Laaer dus added 

e reſt. 

1 have already. 9 from "rhe; teſtimony of 
the, only. perſon 25 the hole, fot Captain 
Cook. ſaw pur a ſmall part of it; that the centinel 
did ſtrictly obey Captain Cook's orders as long 
as he could, and, in conſtquence thereof, * 
obliged, to ſnoot him in his own defence. 

Mr. Whizehouſe has aſſured me, that he is — 
folurely certain Captain Cook. is, himſelf, miſtaken. 
in ſaying, that there was room to ſuppoſe it was 
not the man who drew. the arrow that was ſhot. 
1 never heard that there was the leaſt reaſon. * 
ſuch a ſuppoſition. ork, 

What. Dr. Forſter ſays. of che officer —_ * 
manded on ſhore, is alſo, totally unjuſt, and cruel. 
beyond expreſſion. I lis orders to; the centinels, 
as 1, beard them given on ſhore; and, as: 1 am 
told, for I was not preſent myſelf, as they were 
repeated on board the ſhip, in defence of the man, 


were, that they ſhould not ſtand and ſuffer them- 
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i an anctpted 
and theſe orders were given in conſequence of an 


ed from memorials which he preſenced tothe odure 
83:55 + oO 


| x 

6 $ ) 
fel des do be ſhot by the natives; but fire id Eine 
again to ſhoot them with arrows; 


he 


attempt of this natuſe, which was but juſt pre- 
vented by another of the natives who 2 
him that made the attempt: This I aver from my 
own knowledge, to be a juſt repreſentation of the 
Natter. Of Dr. Forſter's integrity and juftice, 
candid reader, jud 8 dd A 64111 
In p. 342,-the Door doubts whether the bay 
which Captain Cbok calls the bay of St. Philip 
and James, de the ſame which Qaitos diſtinguiſh- 


( 
| i 
| 


ed by that name, and hints If ape rib 
t. Bartholemmiew; 


bay may lie within the ies of St. 8 ; 
that is, on dhe ſouth fide-of Fara del EBirito 
Sando. I dare fay, that Dr. Forſter is the-only 

who could} have entertamel ſuch deubts 
and ſuppoſitions, after having ſeen either the lands 
themiebvas, vr Captain Ces müp of them, and 
aompared them with theacesunts which! Quiros 


Kas left behind. I (ell juſt! mention the eirevm - 


ftances of latitude, dimenſion, and the direttion 
of its ſuverul- coaſts, all which are minutely exact, 
nor does it dHfer in any thing as far as we had 
am oppestunity of knowing except that one of 
his rivers, and his port of Vera Croz are wanting ; 
and that thepther fiver- is, now; but an inconfſider- 
able ſtream, che mouth of Which is almoſt quite 
choaked up with ſand. Phe former, moſt proba- 
bly, exiſts, although we did not ſte it; ve had, in 
truth, but little opportunity ; and, with reſpect to 
the port which he peaks of, 4 am fuhy perfuaded, 
that he meant no more than the aneherage at the 
bottom of the bay: it is, indeed ſt off to advantage. 


Dat, when ws reflect that the & ſeriptions which Qui- 


ros has leſtof this place ute chiefly to be garher- 


of 


6 


of Sia, in eder bo biin Nis cb be * 
* on à favourite expedition, We Thalt be * 
rather to marvel at the old Spaniard'F?' 5 
than that fortſe pofnts are 2 ' exaggerated,” | 


s not every one who would have" Been 0 mo! 


derne, ic the farbe fitüatilnn. 
Dr. Fotiter conclitdes | his ch etiprer with fay 
that; tr ür: leaving the New Hebrides," 9 85 

to eros the — Sea in its gteateſt bi . 
without touching at an place hy the 'w 7 
withſtahding our were mch wealtened 2 
bung ere on ſalt meat in an hot climate; wh 


pres had it been put in evecntion} would 
0 


ubtleſs/h4ve- proved fatal to ſome of ef but 
that fortuſately this po + ceedin re- 


- vented by bur fallin ew Cal Prong The 
evident meaning o Ne a par ag hy is to ; 
's cha- 


ſtick ahother black patth on Captain Coo 
tacter, and to endeavonr to repreſent him to the 


world a8 à perſon who feſt as little for che lives of 


kis ou people; as che Doctor has before told us 
— did fot thoſe of the natives of Errattanga. For- 


ily do, that Captain Cook told me, on my 
ks at Tana, that I had but a very i 


diffetetrr opportunity of aſtertaining the rate Aber | 


Mr. Kendall's time-keeper went ar there, that ir 
was of the leſs conſequence, as I ſhould ſoon have 
an opportunity of doing it, mote completely, at 


New Zealand; and therefore that fuch an intention 
cduld never have entered his head, and I am cer- - 


tan tat Dr. Forſter has not the leaſt ſhadow of 
foundation for what he is there pleaſed to _ 
Paſſing over many circumſtances, equally 


juſt wich that which I have laſt mentioned, eats | 
to his very extraordinary note, in p. 480, of which, 
25 the only circumſtance of hardſhip which 


he 


particularly 


for him, I am able to declare, 'as F moſt 


( go ) 


particularly mentions, relates, to me, it may be 
expected I ſhould take ſome notice. I ſet out on 
that voyage with as much contempt as any one what- 
ever, for thoſe illiberal notions that prompt à man 
to make a ſecret of matters of, ſcience, and which 
can, in reality, be of no uſe until they are known ; 
but when | meet. with à perſon capable of taking 
every means, fair or unfair, to ſcrape together the 
knowledge of cvery one elſe, and that ia matters 
whereof he is totally ignorant, and with an avow- 
ed deſign to publiſn them as bis own, I. think it 
behaves, me to ern Dr. Forſter vill do 
me the juſtice, or, if he will not, every other. per- 
fon who. was on board the ſhip, will, i fa, that I 
never heſitated to give any ne, in my Way, 
io thoſe who aſked it, before the beginning gf the 
ar 1774 And the Doctor E particular in- 
Mace of my teadineſs to oblige in this xeſpect. 
Before that time, be had the ſituation of the ſb 
as often as he pleaſed to aſk for it, which was ge- 
ncrally once a day; and the ſituatjons of, every 
harbour, point, or iſland that we ſaw, as weil as 
the reſylt of every other ohſervation, or experi- 
ment he. choſe. to aſk for; and, in particular, 
choſe which. made to aſcerain the hear of the lea, 
at great depths z, and, which he bas, with, great 
oſtentatian, taken to himſelf, although I gan bring 
ſufficient teſtimopy that he never mage a ſipgle ex- 
periment of the kind, por. was provided. with an 
apparatus ſufficient to do it with. He had indeed 
an apparatus intended for that purpoſe, with which 
he once attempted ta make an experiment, but the 
reſult ſhewed how totally inadequate, it was ; and 
his. bringing ſuch a one with him, fully proved 
that he was utterly unacquainted with the precau- 
tions neceſſary to be taken in making theſe experi- 


ments. A 251 
{EM Neither 


* 


- 
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Neither would Dr. Forſter have had reaſon: to 
complain of me, on this head, to the end of the 
voyage, if he had not (very imprudenihy for him- 
ſelf) given me to underſtand, that he would 
bliſh what he could collect, in this manner, at 

is return, in caſe that government ſhould refuſe 
to emplay him to write the account af the voyage, 
and furniſh him wich the neceſſary: means. I was 
not a little ſurpriſed at this declaration, and muſt 
confeſs, that the valve of the materials which 1 
had afforded him for ſuch e e and the con; 
ſtructions which my motives doing it were 
liable ta, eſpecially when it was conſidered that 
thoſe materials were the property of the Board af 
Longitude, who were paying me liberally for cal- 
lecting them, gabe me much coheern. I dropped 
the diſcourſe at that time, hecauſe I knew not well 
what reply it was proper to make; but in a few 
days, when his ſon: came to me for ſome: more in · 
formation, which they wanted, I refuſed it in as 
civil a manner as poſſible, and added, that I was 
exceedingly happy his father had, by diſcloſing his 
intentions, put me on my guard, and that I 
begged they would not drive me to the diſagreeable 
— . refuũng them things which I was de- 
termined no longer to ſupply. them with. I ſoon 
found the eonſequence of what I had done. In a 
few hours afterwards, not only Captain Cook, 
but the lieutenants alſo, told me that the Doc- 
tor had been with them, abuſing and reviling 
me in the moſt opprobrious terms, and aſſur- 
ing them, that he was ſo far from ſaying what I 
had laid to his charge, that he never had the leaſt 
thoughts of it, and gave them his word, that he 
never would publiſn an actount of the voyage 
without the authority of government: I aſſured 
thoſe gentlemen that he had really told me ſo, wy 

8 " 1 j £ 
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chat I w convinced he would du it, * .— he 
was employed' be not; and I = . Uhog to 
reſt the p of what T had ſaid oc bis furute ac- 
tions's which proof (I thank the Doctor) he has 
ſince afforded me. The Doctor, it ſeems, accom: 
Panied thaſe dvclar ations to tie Captain N 
with. che mo dreadfut denonciations of his 

_ ance} which I was te feel ac the firſt place: de bade 
tm Bur this dackily' blew over wich his wrath and 
ended, as. I was told, for k never afterwards” con- 
verſed witts him, in © his: uſual: determination; 
namely, that he-woute telhthe Ks of wey' @cir- 
cumſtance hh Twas very glad of, rot Knowing 
tow, other ib, "y name could ce reuch a ert 
Denne . 

Bur che Dottor's words: aud ations! had; before 
this rimey-beeh ſo problengavical.ohuty romwixtiftands 
ing kis-folemn detlararions;. fo perſons wpule df- 
rerwards traſt hol wich any thing of moment and 
this. is: what he alludes to, when he ſayy 3 Cin 
cumſtances, Which were knen to Every! petſcin 
around in, remained impenetrable; ſecrets. io un 
The Doctor —.— mat he could got | gg 
thegoog wild ory petty tyrant with it 
2 ber e contheded; a= hs did 

y purchefg the goed-wilt of ſome, in chig 
porn ut wil venture to affirin; thar'it is not 
in che Doctor ꝰ puer ro mentium the name of any 
perſbny whols rank was above thut of his waſher- 
mum, Who war chu purchaſtd; and I much doubt 
if He can mention any-—obſtve, E odject to thoſo 
who! are: dedd/” Let! the: word then judge what 
epirher. is due w/ a. 35:6 ns a ſo _— hora 
mut itt 

Fhe Boctor would” alſe haveidone well to men. 
tian hich diſcoveries they were which he was ca- 
pablet of. drauinmg advantages from, and others were 


746 a not. 
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not. If, by advantages, Dr. Farſter means fins 
ſpun metaphy ſical theotias, I have nottuug to ob 
ject. Lis ſaying; that ic is pat owing to the good - 
nature of his ſhip - mates, he has obtained fuck: 
triſling information as the irwe ſituatiau of places 2 
aud adding, that they have littla to relate but 
what they faw with their own eyes., and for the 
— — preciſion of vhich they can be anſwer- 
able,- may miſlead ſome; and induce them to ſup»: 
— Doctor and his fon wete qualified: 
or; and actually did determine cheſe triſtrs them- 
ſclves; but I am convinced from many circum». 
ſtaricesz1that he would, by no means, inſinuate 
apy ſuch thing. All that Dr. Fonſter means to 
hint is, that they did not come very -honourably 
IL cannot conceive what the Doctor means by 
ſaying, that we would, had it been poſſible, have 
decewed even their eyes, unleſs he adverts 10 a 
circumftance which happened the firſt time we: 
wert at Uliatea, and which I ſincerely declare, and 
every one who was on bnard the hip knows, was: 
as follows. The natives, who were indeed very 
willing to oblige every one of us, toak great pains: 
to run even to the tops of the bigheſt manntaids 4 
procure him ſpecimens. of plama, and had aften 
obſerved; that be was very peeviſh, and threw! 
away thaſe which had no flowers on chem. Que 
Sunday they had climbed a very hight hill, to get? 
— hem which grew! there; but | finding nau 

which had flowers, and not knowing: the reaſon 3 
and moreover fearing, 4 ſuppoſe, that they would: 
laſe. their reward, and perhaps be trated very 
rudely into the bargain, if they | brought nope: 
which had, they contrived, very artfully, zddtiek:. 
a pretty flower, not much. unlike ihat of a ptim -/ 


roſe, on the tops of ſeveral,” and — 54 


him. Theſe he ſhewed to almoſt every one in the - 
ſhip as a very wonderful laſus natura amongſt the 
fern tribe, until ſome perſon (I think Dr. Spar- 
man) more ſceptical than himſelf, would needs 
examine them, and by that means found out the 
deception, which produced, to be ſure, a hearty. 
laugh at the Doctor's expence; bur he is unjuſt 
in placing this to the acevunt of any petſon on 
board the ſhip, as he muſt know that it was, the 
device of the natives alone, and that no one be- 
f longing to the ſhip knew any more of it than him- 
ren en m 1 264 2201 
I have only farther to obſerve on this note; that 
he has ſlipped into a ſmall miſtake, where he ſays; 
that * every diſcovery that they attempted to make, 
was ſuppoſed to contain a treaſure which became 
the object of envy.“ If the Doctor had; indeed, 
any real reaſon to complain. it was that no perſon 
on board acted as if they thought him capable of 
making any diſcovery worth knowing,” How far 
they are to be juſtified in forming ſuch a conchu- 
ſion; 4 priori, I will not venture to ſay—they 
might have their reaſons. I will myſelf be bold to 
affirm, that ſo far as his account of the voyage 
may be brought in proof; that, ſtrip it of the in- 
formation which he has gathered from the experi- 
ments and -oþſervations of others, there will re- 
main very little rea knowledge of his own, farther + 
than what may ariſe from bold conjectures, and 
aſſertions unſupported by facts. He has, there- 
fore, little reaſon to conclude in the boaſting man- 
ner he does, that they have little to offer but 
what they have ſeen with their own eyes, and for 
the truth and preciſion of which they can be an- 
ſwerable.“ As to the reflection on Mr. Anderfbn, - 
which; apparently, gave occaſion to the note that | 
have been diſcuſſing, I ſhall only ſay, that it is 
1 ; quite 
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quite in the Doctor's candid and polite manner of 
expreſſion z; and that, I believe, Mr. Anderſon's 


knew how to make as valuable an uſe of his col- 
lections, as Dr. Forſter did himſelf, when unaſſiſt. 
ed by Dr. Sparman. 


In p. 427, the Doctor has aſſumed,” as a ani. 


um, that New Caledonia is a very droughty 
country: I think withont foundation. We were 
twenty · ſix days on the coaſt, and had ſome rain on 
ſeven of them, out of which i ic was pretty conſtant 
on five. But had there been much leſs rain during 


the time we were there, I think we could not fair. 


ly have concluded that it is generally ſo. 
In the next page, the Doctor makes another at- 
tack upon the poor mariners on the ſcore of their 


bratality (1 uſe his own words, not that they had 


committed any, but to expreſs his ſurprize that 
they had not; and he founds the reaſon of this 
ſurprize on the known eafe with which they are pro- 
voked to /port with the lives of their fellow-creatures. 


Fortunately. for the mariners, this principle has 
no better ſupport than the numerous examples 


related in his own narrative, moſt, if not all, of 
which, I am willing to hope, have 'been ſhewn to 
have no foundation but in * PEN * ground- 
leſs aſſertions. 80 

In the ſame paragraph he calls on me and 
Captain Cook to witneſs, that one of the natives 
of New Caledonia made it very intelligible to 
him by geſtures, that they were acquainted with a 
people who eat human fleſh. I never was in a boat 
with Captain Cook and Dr. Forſter but once all 
the time we lay at this place, and that time the 
whole diſcourſe wich the natives who were with 
us, was about countries, and their arekees, or 


paſſed, 


friends have it in their power to ſhew, that he 


. and I do not tecollect that a ſingle word 
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venge for imaginary offences, or for affronts which 
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| either about who were enemies, or who 
were friends; what, they did, or what they ! ate: 1 
am therefore perſuaded, that the Doctor muſt either 
have miſtaken the ſubject, or his company. 
In p. 460, ve are told, that the — 
venge is wiſely implanted in our breaſts, to guard 
us againſt the encroachments of others; and he 
wi occaſion from thence to introduce à long pa- 
negy ric on this moſt fe and Jacred paſſion, as 
he has in this, and other parts of his book, been 
pleaſed to call it. He takes, indeed, throughout 


the whole performance, great pains to inculcate 


the uſe of this moſt. /audable paſſion. Perhaps we 
are to look on theſe paſſages as ſo many attempts 
to defend the manner in which he has been pleaſ- 
ed to act himſelf, in the treatment of his fellow. tra- 
vellers; but if io, it, muſt be allowed, that the 


Doctor is but a very indifferent logician, even in 


his own cauſe; ſeting, that if we grant all he has 
contended for, and allow that every man bas a 


natural right, not only to revenge himſelf: for in- 


juries received from another, but alſo to take that 
1 in whatever way he pleaſes, either with 

the ſword or cane, or even in the manner 
which he has himfelf. choſen, by ſtabbing and be- 
ſpattering the reputation; yet it does not . follow 
that every man has a right to rake ſuch ſevere re- 


he may have met with in quarrels, where he was 
kimfelf the aggreſſor. And, if I am not miſtaken, 
1 have given very ſubſtantial reafons to ſuppoſe, 
that this was generally the Doctor's caſe. 
In p. 408, he tells us, that “ ſeveral of our 
ple who were ſent to make brooms, with the 
atſwain at their head, robbed the hut of a poor 
native” of New Zealand, bur that, '** fortunately, 


the natives found means to Q, 
Cook, 


9 


— Q 
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Cook, and the offendets were - juſtly. puniſhed.” 
Who would: not infer — © hg Whole 
party, boatſwain and men, were concerned. in this 
tobbery? Whereas, it did not appear, that any 
one of the party knew of it beſides him who ac- 
t committed the fact; and who, alone, - was 


tually | 0 | 
puniſbed. Dr. Forſter proceeds to treat the crew 


of the Endeavour in juſt the ſame impartial man- 


nerd! His words are, The crew of the En» 


deavour were not a hit more equitable or honeſt ; 
they robbed the wife of Tuborai Tamaide at Ta- 
heiter I preſume moſt people will conclude 
from hence, that: the greater part, at leaſt, of the 
Endeavour's crew, were concerned in this robbery; 
but-thoſe who take the trouble of turning to Dr, 
Hawkeſworth's ſecond, volume, p. 103, will find, 
that out of more than go perſons, of which the 
Endeavour's crew. conliſted, one only. was guilty ! 
After having ſet every matter of this kind which 
the Doctor has thought proper to bring, either againſt 


the Captain, officers, or people, in its true light, 
and ſhewn, I truſt, that he has been guilty of the 


ſt injuſtice in every one of them, the rea- 


ofſeſt 
| er no doubt, be greatly ſurpriſed to be told, 
that this mighty advocate for the. natives of the 
South Sea Iſles, this deteſter of every ſpecies of 
cruelty. and a | | 
preſented himſelf, was twice confined, in the courſe 
of the: voyage, for wanton and unprovoked acts 
of cruelty to the natives. Once by Captain Cook, 
for ſhooting (as I was told) at the natives of Ulia- 


on of humanity, as he has re- 


tea; ſet of people who, he has himſelf aſſurec 


us, are the moſt. harmleſs and inoffenſive, and, 
the ſame time, the moſt hoſpitable and generous 


that are any where to be met with, and whoſe be- 


haviour was, at all times, ſo cautious and cir 
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ſpect, as never once to provoke even d ſailors to 
treat them ill, notwithſtanding the #10w# cafe with 
which (as the Doctor ſays) chtey are provoked to ſpurt 
with the livis of their fellow-treaturrs,' The ſecund 
time was by Lieutenam (new Captain) Cierke; for 
pur ning with his foot, and ſpittiug iu the fut of one of 
the natrives of Tanna'y and the provocation, as far 
as T could gather from his diſpute with the man, 
was, becauſe he had led him a long way to ſhew 


him the nutmeg trer; and thr | I 
ſion, as — to me, . the 
name of the leaf for the name vf tile cree itſelf, and 
had afterwards the audacity to inſiſt on ſume re 
ward for his labour. I have, in this inſtance, been in · 
duced to break through my reſolution of not rerri- 
minating, to ſhew to the world the Doctor's mo- 
tives for miſrepreſentiag things of chis nature; 
and he knows himſelf that this is the true one. 
In p. 482, the Doctor ſays, we have obſerved a 
ſhip inelined above 30 and ſevera} times 
even to 40 degrees, in this manner Meſſrs. For- 


ſters atrogate to themſtlves matters with which 


they are totally —— and of which they 
are as totally ignorant. I will venture to ſay, that 
neither father nor ſon ever made, or even attempt- 
ed to make, any experiments of this ſort, but 
have aſſerted it from hearſay only of what was 
done by others ntc © 00ts 
In p. 494, Dr. Forſter, in a manner that ſhews 
equally his -paltteneſs and good temper, has re- 
marked on a falcon, which Mr. Hodges t 
ü to introduce in the fote- ground of his 
rawing of Chriſtmas Sound. I have not the leaſt 
doubt but that it was the politeneſs and affability 
of Mr. Hodges's behaviour, for which that 
gentleman is fo - remarkably diſtinguiſhed, that 
(BY | 3 influenced 
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influenced the Doctor's pen in theſe remarks, 
and in a great meaſure dictated the delicacy of the 


manner in Which he has been pleaſed to treat 
him. Mr. Hodges had once before, in the courſe 
of che voyage, experienced the Doctor's candowr 
and. e on attempting to dra a penguin 
for his amuſement, or, perhaps, for his improve- 
ment: J am veril 


George Forſter... | 
In p. 503. Dr. Forſter ſeverely rebukes. the 
Phi of a former voyage, for ſuppoſing 


that, with regard to real happineſs, the poor Peche- 


rais of Tierra del Fuego may poſſibly be nearly 
on a footing with ourſelves; and that inſeofbility 


to the Wants, and utter ignorance of the conveni- 


ences of civilized life, together with their exem 
tion from the cares and anxieties of mind, and 


bodily labour and fatigue which perpetually attend 


the procyring them, may nearly, or perhaps abſo- 


lutely, counterbalance the enjoyment,of them, and 


make the ſcales by which good and evil are diſtri- 
buted ta man, hang even between us. I confeſs I 
am not philoſopher enough to determine on which 
ſide of this weighty, queſtion, the truth lies, but 
think che Docto or cn have remembered, that 
he himſelf had a —— very learnedly on this ſide of 
the queſtion, in behalf, of the man who attemptecl 
to leave the ſhip at Otahiite; but this indeed only 
proves that the Doctor, like Sir Hudibras, can argue 

learnedly on which: ſide of a queſtion be pleaſes. | 
4 cannat leave Chriſtmas Sound without taking 
notice of oe aſſage, Which no perſon, who is 
qusiated with the circumſtance, could ſuppoſe 
e been written by a man that, had made the 
— Dr. Forſter ſays, that the marine who, 
we ſuppoſe, dropped over- board in the night, was 


not uſed till two days afterward, The man was 
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aQtvally at work by me, on ſhore, all the 21ft; 
and I ſaw him go off to the ſhip in a boat at ni gh. 
His companions were drinking with him till near 
twelve o'clock; as I was told, and I know that 
a boat was ſent” off from the ſhip to the ſhore, 
to enquire —— wherhef he. was there or 
not, ſoon afternoon the next day, Dee. 224, be. 
cauſe his victuals had beet fetutned from the ſhore, 
and he could not be found on board the ſhip. lt 
cannot be ſuppoſed, that the Doctor had any de- 
ſign in miſrepreſenting his matter; but it tends to 
ſhew, how little confidence is to be placed in what 
he relates, where hypotheſis, prejudice; and even 
ll nature, are totally out of the queſtion. 

Dr. Forſter has been pleaſed to tell us, that they 
did not go to Staten- land, becauſe Lieutenant 
Pickerſgiſl had orders not to ſtay on ſhore! + Mr, 

Pickertgill did not go; but Mr. Gilbert, who did, 
-had permiffioi to ſet me on hore where I liked, 
and call for me again; and, as I did not neglect any 

opportunity, and had ſeveral hours to employ before 
be took me up again, and as ave were afterward 
driven back, and Janded on another part, where we 
ſtopped alſo ſbme time, I am enabled to give a bei. 
ter account of Staten-land than perhaps any one 

elſe, zalthobgh not perhaps ſo copios a one a: 
Pr. Forſter Would have given; ba he had thought 


1 go there. TIE 
Staten-land — eleven lea ues and an half 
long in the ditection of N. and S. by W. 


chat is, from the middle Cape u Straits Le Mair: 
to Cape St. Juan; but no where more than three 
leagues and an half broad, and in general not more 
than five miles. Its ſhores are very much-indent- 
ed and broken, and appear in ſome places as if 
there were paſſages quite through. Near the fea 


the A is in many — flat, but riſes gradually, 
* ſome- 


(ian }) 
ſometimes ſuddenly, into very high ſpiry moun - 
tains, 2 of which are moſtly bare rocks, 
white and cliffy; but the ſhores, and all thoſe 
parts which are of a moderate height, are covered 
with trees and herbage; and appeared to advantage 


to me, after having been ſo long converſant with the 


bleak, bare rocks, capped with ſnow, which are on 
the fouth-weſt fide of Tierra del Fuego. There 
was ſcarce any fnow lying on the north fide, nor 
yet on the ſouth ſide towards the weſt end; bur 
round Cape St. Juan the land was almoſt every 


where covered with ſnow, and the ſhores were in 


molt places very ſteep and cliffy. 

The harbour, where I went on ſhore, is about 
three leagues from Cape 87. Juan, and is in lati- 
tude 54* 48” 55 S. and in 64% 11” of weſt 
longitude from Greenwich; and may be known 
by ſeveral ſmall iſlands which lie in the mouth of 
it, one of which is pretty high, the others low 


and flat. The land every where thereabouts was 


covered with herbage, chiefly buſhes; but in 
ſome places the graſs was very luxuriant. I ſaw 
no kind of eſculent vegetables, except wild cel- 
lery, which was equal in goodneſs to any I have 
ſeen. Almoſt all the ſouthern ſhores which front- 


ed the meridian fun, were covered. with wood; 


many of the trees might be called large, and 
were chiefly birch ; but amongſt the ſhrubs were 
many of thoſe which produce the winter's bark, a 
Kind of holly, which bore moſt beautiful ſcarlet 
flowers, and ſome others, of different ſorts, which 
1 did not know. 5 a 

A reef of rocks runs off from the welt point of 
the high iſland, which lies in the entrance of the 
harbour, and theſe rocks were almoſt covered with 
ſea-lions, ſea-hears, &c. We found here alſo an 


innumerable quantity of very beautiful pied gulk, 
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which, when we diſturbed: them, darkened the 
air, and almoſt ſuffocated us with their dung, which 
they ſeemed to void by , way: of offence; indeed 
they could not have attacked us with more for- 
midable weapons: ir ſtunk maſt intolerably, 


and ſoon made us glad to get out of their reach. 


All one fide of a ſmall iſland was covered with 
their eggs and young, As we were detained here 
ſome time, we tried their fleſh, and found it not 
amiſs, It was not, however, for want of better 
birds, if our time had permitted us to attend to 
them; for there are plenty of both ducks. and 
geeſe, and we killed four of the former, and one 
of the latter, beſides ſome of thoſe: yery large 
ſhort-winged ducks, which we called race- horſes, 
and which, in my opinion, are not much better 
than the gulls. On the large iſland which lies in 
the entrance of the harbour, I found the ſkeleton 
of a ſnake, or eel, I could not determine which ; 
byt we ſaw no live ſnakes either here or on Tierra 
del Fuego. . ens 
In deſcribing the New Year's Iſles Pr. Forſter 
has ſuppoſed we did not anchor under the Jargeſt 
iſland, which is a miſtake that may prove fatal to 
+ ſhips ſeeking for anchorage there; as they, will, 
no doubt, reject the real place where we anchored, 
and ſeek for it in another, which may expoſe them 
to many dangers they will not expect, ſuppoſing that 
we had been there before them. There is not a ſub - 
ject, where the unſkilfulneſs of a writer may have 
ſuch fatal and dreadful conſequences, as that of de- 
ſcribing coaſts and anchorage. Every one ſhould, 
therefore, be very careful ho he attempts to 

write on theſe ſubjects; and more eſpecially, whe 
like Dr. Forſter, he muſt be conſcious. to himſelf, 
that he had neither ſkill nor opportunity to make 
the neceſſary obſervations for determining the mat- 
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tete of Which he ſpeaks. I am, indeed, excce |- 
iagly ſorry to have had occaſion ſo often to remark 


oa the Poctor's miſtakes in matters of this 


kind. ies. < a | 5 
In p. 524, ſpeaking of the iſland of South 
Georgia, the Hoctor ſays, By conſulting the 
„ accounts: of M. Guyot (printed by Mr. Dal- 
„ rymple} it appears to be certain, that this land 
« js the ſame ot which he ſaw the ſouth end in 
June 1736. He lays it down in 38 100 W. 
from Greenwich,, which agregs entirely with our 
<« qbſervation of the north-weſt extremity, and is 
Only between thirty and forty leagues to the welt 


« of the longitude which we aſſign for the ſouth - 
« eaſt end,” I cannot help obſerving, that not- 


withſtanding the near agreement which there is be · 
tween M. Guyot's obſervations and Dr. Forſter's 
for the Jongitude, there is a very wide difference 
indeed between M. Guyot's and mine for the lati- 
tude of the ſouth end, as we differ about forty 
miles; and I will venture to pronounce M. Guyot's 
latitude is that quantity wide of the truth, if his 
land and ours be the ſame; a difference ſo great, 
that 1 can ſcarcely perſuade myſelf that M. Guyot 
ſaw the ſouth end of this iſl and. It is more pro- 
bable, that he ſaw only Willis's Ifles, and that all 
the reſt were hid in the fog, as was the caſe for 


ſome days after we ourſelves had ſight of it. And 


this is the rather to be ſuſpected, as it does not 
appear that M. Guyot ever came near it. He 
ſays himſelf, they took no notice of it; and it is 
not very improbable, that what he ſaw was no 


more than an iſland of ice, eſpecially as it is now 


very certain, that M. Bouvet's land was nothing 


elſe; and we find by M. Guyot's account, chere 
was then much ice about him. , 
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In p. 532, Dr. Forſter begins a long and elabo- 
rate eſſay, to prove, that the iſland of South 
Georgia is not habitable. The arguments which 
he adduces are, the exceſſive coldneſs of the cli. 
mate, and the want of wood for fuel. Dr. For- 
ſter, like moſt other ſyſtem-makers, and ſpecu- 
lative reaſoners againſt matters of fact, forgets that 

all the bleak rocky iſles to the northward of Hud. 
ſon's Bay and Hudfon's Straits, are inhabited, al- 
rhough they are all only deſtitute of wood, and 
even of all mannep of vegetable productions that 
might ſerve for fuel, and ſuffer a degree of cold at 
leaſt 40 degrees greater than what he hete ſuppoſes 
it poſſible for any man to live in. It is an undoubt- 
ed matter of fact, that the powers of the human 
frame to reſiſt cold and heat, are much greater than 
moſt philoſophers have formerly ſuppoſed poſſible. 
The Doctor, in p. 540, ſays, that *“ one of the 
reaſons alledged in favour of a (ſouthern) continent 
has lately been - overthrown by experiment” 
namely, that ice cannot be ſormed-in the ſea without 
land; and he quotes the experiment of Mr. Nairne, 
F. R. S. inſerted in the Philoſophical Tranſactions, 
vol. Ixiv. by way of proof that it can. It is indeed 
ſtrange, that Dr. Forſter could not perceive that 
Mr. Nairne's experiments have not the leaſt rela- 
tion to this affair, Mr. Nairne's experiments' prove 
no more, than that ſalt-water will freeze when in 
ſmall quantities, and where it has ſome ſolid ſub- 
ſtance to adhere to; and that the ice, when the 
ſalt is waſhed out of the interſtices, is freſh, all 
which was known long before, Dt. Forſter will 
find Crantz, in his hiſtory of Greenland, aſſerting 
it of his own knowledge. Crantz does "indeed 
miſtake, in ſaying the ice was ſalt, ariſing, moſt 
probably, from his omitting to waſh the ſaltout N 
. ISS | "The 
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the: interfl ices, or perhaps from not. draining the 
falt · water off from it, as I have remarked in the 
Philoſophical Tranſactions, vol. LX. p. 111, Fi 
my- repeatedly. finding the ſame ſort of jce which he 
deſcribes perfectly freſh. I had alſo abundant proofs 
that ſalt-water will freeze, the year which wintered 
at Prince of Wales Fort, in Hudſon's Bay, 38, the 
ſea was frozen , over for ſeveral. miles from thi 

ſhore; and ice began to form near the ſhores, 
about the time that the thermometer fell to the 
cypher on Fahrenheit's ſcale. But it muſt. be ob- 
ſerved, that even in the depth of winter, when the 
thermometer fell to 459. below the cypher, the ice 
extended but a few miles from the ſhores, farther out 
in the bay, it never formed at allz and there is no as 
far as I can find, the leaſt reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 
ice can form upon the ſurface of the water in a 
large extended ocean, ſuch as the South Sea mult 
have been, if there had been no land there; and 
more eſpecially, if we conſider the degree of ſalt- 
neſs it muſt be o when compared to that which 
Mr. Nairne had an opportunity of uſing, and the 
agitation to which the waters of ſo vaſt an ocean 
muſt be continually ſubject. Much more difficult is 
it then, to conceive how ſuch large maſſes as are 
ſometimes met with, can be formed without ſome 
fixed and ſolid body to adhere to. Indeed, I do 
not believe, that ſuch an idea ever entered the 
head of any perſon before Dr. Forſter. The whole 
experience of all our northern navigators, parti- 
cularly of thoſe to Hudſon's Bay, in which voyage 
the mountainous, or iſland ice, is chiefly met with 


in the northern hemiſphere, is flatly againſt him; 


and ſo likewiſe is what we ourſelves ſaw about the 
ſnores of South Georgia, and Sandwich's Land, 
where every creek and bay was choaked up with a 
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breaſt-work of ice, almoſt as high as the moun- 
rains which ſurround them ; and every one of theſe 
preſented to our eyes a perpendicular face, evi. 
dently declaring, that we Rags perhaps of many 
miles in extent, had been broken from them. 
Eyen the Doctor himſelf takes notice of this in ex. 

1 p. 537 after which I am ſurpriſed 
e could drop into the opinion which he has done, 
As to the different ſhades of the different ſtrata 

which he ſpeaks of, vol. I. p. 101, it is evident, 
that ſuch an appearance muſt take place, whether 

theſe iſlands be formed at ſea, as he has perſuaded 
himſelf, or whether they are formed in creeks and 

bays in the land, unleſs they were all formed at 
once, which is not reaſonable to ſuppoſe. + But 
a yet more cogent reaſon for theſe maſſes: being 
formed in the land, and indeed an ircefragable 

one, is the ſtrata of dirty ice which we obſerved in 

many of them, and which could never have hap- 
had this ice been formed at ſea. And, as 
theſe iſlands are not formed at ſea, neither can 

they increaſe there, as ſome have been led to ſup- 
ple It is much more probable, that they con- 
tinue to waſte ever after they break away from 
the places they were formed in; and I think 
we had ſeveral indubitable proofs of it. On 
our firſt going ſouthward, and meeting with them, 
in the beginning of the year, they were always 
ſmooth, flat on the top, and the fides upright, ap- 
pearing as if they had been ſeparated from one an. 

other. As the ſeaſon advanced, we began to find 
them waſhed, by the breaking of the ſea, into all 
manner of forms that the mind of man can poſſibly 
conceive; and towards the latter end, we had 
every day inſtances of their diſſolution, ſometimes 

of whole iſlands at once; -but more generally 
7 88 | they 
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they waſted gradually, by ſmall, pieces breaking 


off at a time ; and this is abundantly confirmed in 
thoſe northern navigations, where mquatainous 
iſlands of ice are met with. Rr ator. ag 
In p. 542, the Doctor ſays, that “ ſome of our 
officers were ſtrongly of opinion, that the moun- 


tainous iſlands of ice which we fell in with on the 


14th of December 1772, were land,” He ought 
to have added, © and I myſelf was poſitive thar it 
was ſoz” for he actually ſwore to it at the time, as 
OO = wap ergy een 
Who does not admire the Doctor's good nature 
and palite language, in ſpeaking of the keeper of 
the Prince of Orange's menajerie at the Hague, 
in p. 553-? And who is amazed at it, who has read 
the notes marked F, in the Engliſh tranſlation of 
M. Bougainville's voyage round the world? 
In p. 557, Dr. Forſter deſcribes the ſouth eaſtern 
ſhore, as he is pleaſed to call it, of St. Helena; 
and once more rebukes the philoſophers of a for- 
mer voyage for their 5e den 6f the north fide 
of that iſland, which he is pleaſed to term a 
poetical flight. It is very remarkable, that, when- 
ever the Doctor attempts to ſpeak of nautical and 


ographical matters, he ſhould always be wrong! 


It is, however, very certain, that the Reſolution 


never came near the ſouth-eaſt ſhores of this iſland, 
nor any other ſhores of it, except the north and the 


north-weltern ones, and we reached not the former 
until between ſevenandeighto'clock at night; when, 


of conſequence, it was ſo dark, that neither he, nor - 


any one elſe, could ſay any thing concerning them 
with certainty, except that they were very high, and 

very upright, 72 oy 4 
In p. 574, mentioning the wreck which was 
found on the north - ſide of the iſland of Aſcenſion, 
Dr. Forſter could not reſiſt fo tempting an oppor- 
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tunity as then, offered itſelf, of once more Teflett. 
ing on the poor ſailors: his words are, The 
ditt esst ſituation to which ſuch a ſet of men muſt 
have been reduced, drew an expreſſion of pity even 
from the ſailors.” Dr. Forſter has, it muſt be 
confeſſed, made more new diſcoveries in the covrſe 
of this one. voyage, than had been made in all that 
ever preceded it, And it is not a little remark- 
able, that moſt of them flatly contradict what 
had been advanced by almoſt every one be- 
fore him. Amongſt theſe, the unfeeling bruta- 
lity, and almoſt total inſenſibility, which he has 
aſcribed to ſeamen in general, for the ſdfferings 
of others, is not the leaſt. There is no writer be- 
fore him, that I have met with, who has notdrawn 
their characters in a very different light, and re- 
preſented them as men, who, if they had not a tear 
ready to drop for the miſeries of the diſtreſſed, 
wherever. they found them, had a heart always 
open to relieve, when Providence had given 
them a hand, I can with ſincerity ſay, that I ever 
found it ſo; and believe that no men ever deſerved 
the character which has been given of them leſs 
than the crew of the Reſolution did. It muſt} be 
allowed, that ſeamen are not apt to make many 
verbal profeſſions of their tenderneſs : we muſt. look 


for it in their actions; and a ſuperficial obſerver, 


who attends more to the former than the latter, 
may very eaſily form wrong ideas of their difpo- 
*fition. _ PF 

In p. 581, he charges them with having lily 
and enviouſly killed many of his animals. This 
is a moſt unjuſt aſperſion, and has not the leaſt 
foundation to ſupport it. There is, I am con- 
vinced, every reaſon to ſuppoſe the contrary : 
for they all drooped for many days before they 
died, which would ſcarcely have happened had any 
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deen killed by the ſailors, as he moſt daringly ard 
unjuſtly aſſerts. What is ſtill more remarkable, moſt 
of thoſe which he had in che cabbin, and where it 
may be preſumed, the ſailors could not come, died 
G 03-165 21 29. OV ISTI0T 00753 £1043 198 
In 2 note on p. 595, Dr: Forſter ſays, that I 
did not expoſe myſelf to a refuſal,” by aſking leave 
to ſet up my inſtruments on ſhore, at the iſland of 
Fayal but that I ſet them up, and obſerved, un- 
known to all the Portugueſe, I do aſſure the pub» 
lic, that I did not even attempt to take any thing 
out of the boat before 1 had not only aſked leave, 
but obtained it alſo; and it is but juſtice to ſay, 
there was not the leaſt objection made to it. Dr. For- 
ſter's motive for this groundleſs aſſertion is evident. 
I have now followed our author through this 
long, tedious, and very incorrect, though in ſome 
places, entertaining work ; and, I am confident, 
the reader will, in theſe remarks, meet with no- 
thing but truth; as I have been particularly. atten- 
tive to ſtate ſuch facts only as I was myſelf a wit- 
. neſs of, or have been atteſted by gen n who 
were preſent.. I have not even taken notice of 
thoſe circumſtances, where the relations which 
I have now collected from thoſe gentlemen, differ 
in any reſpect from thoſe which I had from others 
on board the ſhip, at the time when they hap- 
by pened; but I have met only with two inſtances 
| of this kind. The pains and trouble, which I 
have taken in collecting and digeſting my informa. 
tion, have retarded the publication longer than I 
wiſhed, or even expected; but my ſhip-mates are 
now ſcattered abroad; few remaining in England, 
and fewer till in, or near London, and I was 
unwilling, by a vague and uncertain reply to Dr, 
Forſter's calumnies, - to leave room for future 
diſputes with that gentleman, who, I am fully farif. 
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